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the same quality writers, editors, and photog- 
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cials we produce throughout the year. 
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LAWLER LAUGHTER 

| would like to thank THE 
WRESTLER for “‘He’s So Ugly ...’: 
The Jerry Lawler Book Of Insults” 
(November 1994). I’m not a big 
fan of Jerry Lawler the wrestler, 
but | can’t get enough of his color 


! 


Jerry Lawler is never shy about offering his opinions during WWF telecasts, and 
reader Harry Simon is glad. He thinks “The King” is the best color man in wrestling 


commentary. Anybody who can 
make Vince McMahon’s mindless 
screeching tolerable deserves to 
be called “The King.” Lawler is 
easily the top color man in the 
sport. Jesse Ventura has become 
redundant, and Bobby Heenan is 


and can always be counted on for some great one-liners. 
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a shell of his former self. 

My favorite Lawler lines that 
were omitted from the story 
include, “He’s so old, at the Last 
Supper he embarrassed every- 
body by asking for seconds|”, 
“He’ll stab you in the back and 
then have you arrested for carry- 
ing a concealed weapon!”, and 
“Now that | know him, is there any 
other reason | should dislike his 
parents?” 

Today, all the stand-up comedi- 
ans seem little more than two-bit 
Jerry Seinfeld wannabes. And 
none of the new sitcoms are any 
good. But it’s good to know that for 
one hour every week, we can 
enjoy some truly “royal” humor. 
Long live “The King”! 

My one question, of course, is: 
How can | get my hands on a copy 
of Lawler’s book? 

HARRY SIMON 
Las Vegas, NV 


COMING TO A BOIL 

| found “WWF Promoters, 
Wake Up! Diesel Must Wrestle 
Michaels At SummerSlam” (Oc- 
tober 1994) to have a timely ring 
to it, considering what occurred 
during the Diesel-Razor Ramon 
Intercontinental title match at 
SummerSlam. As_ everyone 
knows by now, it was Shawn 
Michaels’ direct interference in the 
form of a savate kick that led to 
Razor regaining the gold. Judging 
by Diesel’s reaction afterward, he 
was none too pleased at Mich- 
aels’ actions. 


As a result, | think that the ten- 
sion between Diesel and Shawn 
that has been bubbling under- 
neath the surface for months now 
will finally come to a boil, and we 
will finally get a match long antici- 
pated by the wrestling world. 

|, for one, cannot wait. 

BEVERLY OANCIA 
Regina, Saskatchewan 


KRUK VS. FLAIR? 

| have a possible solution for all 
those downtrodden, disgruntled, 
disenfranchised devotees of Major 
League Baseball who are currently 
experiencing a void in their lives. 
Why not consider professional 
wrestling? 

Wrestling has no “season.” 
There is no World Series to cir- 
cumvent, although many pay-per- Broadcasters Bobby Heenan and Gene Okerlund are popular with most fans, but 
view events are eagerly anticipat- _ not with reader David L. Miller. He is disturbed that WCW is bringing in so many for- 
ed every year. There are no boys mer WWF wrestlers and announcers. 


(or girls) of summer. Think John 
Kruk, Barry Bonds, and Deion 
Sanders are exciting, colorful, and 
charismatic? Try Ric Flair, Shawn 
Michaels, or The Undertaker! 
Have you become disgusted by 
the greedy salary demands of 
players who command millions of 
dollars a year? Except for a very 
select few, most wrestlers aren’t 
close to breathing that rarefied air. 
Wrestlers never go on strike 
since they have no organized union 
(or other benefits), although they 
may change promotions frequently. 
Many of them truly care about their 
craft, the sport, and the fans, and 
give freely of their time. 
Former baseball fans could find 
a comfortable home with pro 
wrestling. And a bored Marge 
Schott could fill a managerial void 
in the WWF. 
RICHARD EVANS 
Gulfport, MS 


NOT ENTERTAINING 
Please say it isn’t happening! 
Please tell me that WCW isn’t 


The Bret Hart-Owen Hart steel cage bout at SummerSlam was the best match of : : , , 
1994, according to reader Sara Lonardo. She said Bret proved his superiority tohis turning into the WWF! First it 


younger brother in that match. (Continued on page 53) 
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WRAL’ § 
FABPBPENIS 


By Bill Apter 


days, three of WCW’s titles 

changed hands . 

Marcus Alexander Bagwell 
and The Patriot took the World 
tag team belts by beating Paul 
Orndorff and Paul Roma ona 
live showing of WCW Main Event 
in Atlanta. “It’s great to be champ 
again,” said Bagwell, who briefly 
held the belts with 2 Cold Scorpio 
last fall. “We’d beaten them in so 
many non-title matches, so we 
were confident. We finally got our 
chance, and took advantage of it.” 

Orndorff was unimpressed. “A 
fluke and nothing but,” he said. 
“Roma and | will be back. Count 
on it!” 

For a long time, people follow- 
ing WCW have called Johnny B. 
Badd “the best wrestler in the fed- 
eration without a title.” That dubi- 
ous honor now falls on someone 
else’s shoulders, because the 
flamboyant Badd defeated Lord 
Steven Regal for the TV title at 
Fall Brawl in Roanoke, Virginia. A 
backslide by Badd did in the 
Briton. “The belt sure looks pretty 
on me!” Badd exclaimed. 

The Little Richard lookalike is 
being challenged by Honky Tonk 
Man, who sees himself as an 
Elvis Presley clone. Let the rock 
n’ roll wars begin! 

Another belt changed twice at 
Fall Brawl. Rick Steamboat 


I: THE SPACE of just seven 


The Patriot levels Paul Roma with a flying ieee Patriot and his partner, Marcus 
: Alexander Bagwell, felt ‘Pretty Wonderful” after beating Roma and Paul Orndorff for 
entered the pay-per-view as U.S. the WCW World tag team belts in Atlanta. 
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champion, but an earlier injury 
forced him to forfeit the title. WCW 
Commissioner Nick Bockwinkel 
awarded it to Steve Austin, his 
scheduled rival that night. How- 
ever, Bockwinkel told Austin he 
would immediately have to defend 
it against Hacksaw Duggan. 
Despite Austin’s protest, the 
match was held—and Duggan 
pinned him in 27 seconds. 

“Unfair!” Austin said. “Il was 
preparing for Steamboat and no 
one else. It’s obvious Bockwinkel 
and his lackeys have it in for me!” 

WCW World champion Hulk 
Hogan will be a busy man this 
winter, as Sting has expressed 
interest in receiving a title shot 
against his friend. Big Van Vader 
also moved up after beating Sting 
and The Guardian Angel in a tri- 
angular match at Fall Brawl. 

“Let me assure my ‘Hulka- 
maniacs’ that | will continue to 
wrestle and continue to be cham- 
pion!” Hogan said. He beat Ric 
Flair in a series of matches on 
WCW’s European tour. Flair and 
Sherri Martel had been suspend- 
ed by Bockwinkel for attacking 
Hogan at Clash of the Champions, 
but that only applied to matches in 
the U.S. and was lifted at Fall 
Brawl. 

By the way, forget about seeing 
WCW at Madison Square Garden 
on November 26. The WWF exer- 
cised its right of first refusal in its 
contract with the arena, and will 
hold a card there that day instead. 

Bob Backlund, who had many 
great moments in the Garden dur- 
ing his five-plus years as champi- 
on, continues to confound WWF 
fans. He maintains they have 
changed since his heyday, but so 
has he! Backlund has become 
vicious, and proved it on WWF 
Monday Night Raw when he said 
there was no escape for his chick- 
en wing. WWF employee Lou 
Gianfriddo volunteered to have 
the hold demonstrated on him, 
and Backlund wouldn’t let go. Only 
WWF head Vince McMahon and 


Former WWF World champion Bob Backlund is insisting to everyone that there is 
no escape for his chicken wing. He’s willing to demonstrate the painful submission 


hold on anyone who doubts what he says. 


several referees were able to pry 
him off. 

After battling Owen Hart for 
months, WWF World champion 
Bret Hart now has a new relative 
to face. He’s brother-in-law and 
former tag team partner Jim 
Neidhart, who sided with Owen in 
the family feud. So far, Bret’s been 
able to retain his title. As for 
Owen, he’s been unsuccessfully 
challenging Intercontinental cham- 


pion Razor Ramon. 

New rulebreaker Tatanka has 
joined strange company. The 
Native American renegade, now in 
Ted DiBiase’s rulebreaking cor- 
poration, has competed with World 
tag team champions Shawn 
Michaels and Diesel for six-man 
tag matches. Given the uneasy 
alliance between Michaels and 
Diesel, Tatanka may find himself 

(Continued on page 54) 
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rational wrestlers would do, it’s 

stay out of the War Between the 
Harts. Family feuds are for fami- 
lies only, and the way Bret and 
Owen have been going at it, it just 
makes sense to stay as far away 
as possible. Get involved? It 
would take.a crazy man. 

So what does that make Jim 
Neidhart and Davey Boy Smith? 

| can almost understand why 
Neidhart got into it. His elevator has 
never gone all the way to the top. 
When Bret and Neidhart were 
together as The Hart Foundation, 
Bret was the sane one. Neidhart 
was just plain nuts. Neidhart got 
involved in this feud for the same 
reason people like watching fires or 
maniacs getting ready to jump off 
buildings. It just seemed like fun and 
a way to get Bret all riled up. 

What’s Davey Boy’s excuse? 
From all accounts, he’s a pretty 
rational person. He doesn’t act on 
instinct; he thinks before he acts. 
Sure, he probably saw an injustice 
in Bret having to take on two men 
instead of one, but that’s no rea- 
son to just jump into the fray. 
There has to be a better reason. 


F THERE’S ANYTHING most 


8 The Wrestler 


Set Oe We sa eee 


Davey Boy Smith has admired of his brother-in-law Bret Hart for years. He rescued 


PP ii? 


the “Hitman” from a beating by Owen and Neidhart at SummerSlam. Some say 
Davey Boy shouldn’t have gotten involved in the feud, but Bret isn’t complaining. 


To be sure, Bret and Davey 
Boy vs. Owen and Neidhart has 
been as lopsided as Bret vs. 
Owen. Bret and Davey Boy have 
won just about every showdown 
(I'm not aware of any losses), as 
did Bret and Razor Ramon and 
Bret and Randy Savage. The one 
constant here is Bret, who’s supe- 
rior to both of his foes. Then you 
add Savage or Davey Boy (I’m not 
so sure about Ramon), who are 
also better than Owen and 


Neidhart, and you have the ingre- 
dients for a tag team snoozefest. 
Let’s say Davey Boy knew this. 
Perhaps he was absolutely sure 
there was no way that Neidhart 
and Owen would beat him and 
Bret. Then he was making the 
safe move. But that’s only on the 
surface. Nothing’s safe when you 
get involved in a feud that has torn 
apart a family. 
Remember, Stu and Helen Hart 
(Continued on page 52) 
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HERE IS A slogan, favored by environmentalists, that reads, “Think globally, act local- 
ly.” Recently, the owners of the Sportatorium in Dallas did just that. They thought of the 
Global Wrestling Federation, and they kicked them out of the building. 

Now Global has no place to hold its cards, so it’s folding. Ho hum. Another federation 
bites the dust. Happens all the time in a sport dominated by WCW and the WWF. 
Where’s the news? 

Right here on the pages of THE WRESTLER. The November 1994 issue carried a fea- 
ture story entitled “Great Action In Global! The Heart Of Texas Wrestling Is Still 
Beating—With A Vengeance!” We learned veterans like Chris Adams and The Freebirds, 
along with young talents like Scott Putski and John Hawk, were making Global a place to 
be. 

That was only a short time ago. Now, since there’s no more great action in Global, is 
the heart of Texas wrestling no longer beating with a vengeance? If you answer “yes,” 
there is the news. 

“It's tremendously sad,” Adams said. “I believe Global was carrying on a tradition start- 
ed by the old World Class organization. | don’t know where we go from here.” 

For Global, it had become a tradition too difficult to uphold. The action was great— 
there just weren’t enough people paying atten- 
tion. 

“We had some good crowds, but none on a 
consistent basis,” said GWF promoter Grey 
Pierson. “Nothing like when the Von Erichs ruled 
the roost.” 

The Von Erichs. They weren't part of the tradi- 
tion; they were the tradition. The embodiment of 
Texas wrestling. For much of the 1980s, the ring 
exploits of Fritz Von Erich’s brood were followed 
as closely as the Dallas Cowboys or the Houston 
Astros. Then tragedy struck with a sickening reg- 
ularity and the House of Von Erich collapsed. 

GWF tried to rebuild it, without the Von Erichs. 
The Sportatorium was to be their American base 
for a truly global organization headquartered in 
Barcelona, Spain. Their first North American : 
champion was The Patriot, whom they hoped The Freebirds 
would quickly achieve Von Erich-like status. 

They all tried hard and got off to a decent start. Cactus Jack was one of the notable 
early draws. ESPN agreed to televise their cards on a daily basis. There was reason to 
expect good things. 

The problem, over time, was consistency. Global stunk as often as it was great. 
Classic feuds were interspersed with matches about which no one cared. Wrestlers who 
were supposed to come in to the Sportatorium from all over the world never showed up, 
as Global became global in name only. 

Pierson, who turned out to be Global's last promoter, made a game effort to reinject 
some excitement. The Freebirds returned to Texas. Putski feuded violently with a new 
threat, Moadib, managed by an old fan nemesis, Gen. Skandor Akbar. 

During Global's final month, Pierson even had a bit of fun. Iceman Parsons wanted to 
wrestle the promoter. Pierson agreed that if Parsons won, he would be promoter for a 
week, but if Parsons lost, Iceman would be forced to wear a maid’s outfit the following 
week. No problem; the night of the showdown Pierson named Action Jackson the pro- 
moter. Parsons had agreed to wrestle the promoter—not Pierson specifically. Iceman 
had a new costume next Friday. 

It was a cute gimmick, but for Global the time for gimmicks had run out. Word is that 
Jim Crockett could bring his new federation to the Sportatorium. Maybe he'll try to revive 
the tradition. 

Maybe it’s time to start a new one. Oo 
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Thumbs U 


Each Issue, THE Wrestler will praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of 
wrestling. The praiseworthy receive a Thumbs Up, the disgraceful are marked with a Thumbs 


(3 he 


Down. Here is this month's roll of honor and shame. 
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Thumbs Up to Diesel. The former WWE Intercontinental champion is finally show- 
ing some class by questioning whether staying in Shawn Michaels’ camp is in his 
best interest. It’s unfortunate that this talented tag team seems headed for the dump- 
ster, but what choice does Diesel have? Michaels undermined Diesel’s I-C title 
defense at SummerSlam ’94 and cost him the belt. While Diesel has his eyes on 
regaining the title from Ramon, Michaels is preoccupied with his own selfish agen- 
da. Diesel may or may not be better off as a fan favorite, but he definitely would be 
better off without Michaels. 


Thumbs Up to Johnny B. Badd. He finally has a championship to go with his flam- 
boyant style! He decisively defeated Lord Steven Regal for the WCW TY title at 
Fall Brawl, pinning him with a backslide. That was no small feat, considering Regal 
is one of the best scientific wrestlers in the world. Badd, however, could be one of 
WCW’s top stars of the second half of this decade. Make no mistake, Badd still 
wants to be the prettiest man in WCW, but he knows that he looks even prettier with 
a championship belt around his waist. Here’s to a long title reign and continued 
improvement by one classy wrestler. 


Thumbs Up to Randy Savage. Is he back, or was the “Macho Man” just doing the 
right thing by helping Bret Hart in his feud with Owen Hart and Jim Neidhart. The 
“Hitman” needed a partner, so Savage offered his services in bouts against Hart and 
Neidhart in Europe. He still knows which side is right—Owen Hart is a young man 
who gets more bitter every day, while Neidhart is merely fanning the dangerous 
flames of jealousy—and has been more than willing to help his former rival. Perhaps 
Savage feels that it’s time this feud ended and just took it upon himself to speed up 
the process. Keep it up, “Macho”! 


Thumbs Up to Ivan Koloff. Have we ever done this before? Well, the “Russian 
Bear,” who recently retired, deserves our respect for a spectacular 33-year career. 
Koloff is the only wrestler from communist Russia to win a world title. In the 1980s, 
his gift to the sport was his nephew Nikita Koloff, who went on to win the U.S. title. 
Ivan’s legacy lives on. The Iron Curtain has fallen and there are fans who never saw 
Koloff battle Bruno Sammartino, just as there are kids who don’t know that Paul 
McCartney was part of The Beatles. Ivan Koloff earned his place in history. Enjoy 
your retirement, “Russian Bear.” 


Thumbs Downd 


Thumbs Down to Nick Bockwinkel. The WCW commissioner made three awful deci- 
sions recently. First, he suspended Ric Flair for an attack on Hulk Hogan, then 
allowed him to wrestle Hogan on WCW’s European tour. At Fall Brawl, Bockwinkel 
stripped the injured Rick Steamboat of the U.S. title, handed it to Steve Austin, and 
then ordered Austin to wrestle Hacksaw Duggan. Finally, Bockwinkel reinstated 
Flair, even though Flair never offered an apology to Hogan and was out of the ring for 
only a few weeks. Now every decision Bockwinkel makes is subject to second-guess- 
ing. That’s bad for all of WCW. 


Thumbs Down to Abbudah Singh. Under normal circumstances, we wouldn’t con- 
demn a man for using any means necessary to protect himself from Abdullah the 
Butcher. Abdullah’s one of the most dangerous men to ever wrestle. But Singh’s no 
angel, either, and when he wrestled Abdullah in New Jersey, we expected the worst. 
Incredibly, Singh outdid Abdullah in the violence department when he breathed fire at 
him, Abdullah suffered burns on his chest. Okay, so Singh’s not the first wrestler to 
use fire, but here’s the point: Abdullah came back to pin Singh. Even extra crispy, 
Abdullah’s good enough to defeat Singh! 


Thumbs Down to Cactus Jack. We don’t like kicking a man when he’s down, but it’s 
not our fault Jack’s temper keeps getting the best of him. Maybe it’s time for this 
madman to take a vacation. He put himself in the position to wrestle Kevin Sullivan 
in a loser-leaves-WCW match, then lost it after trying to attack Dave Sullivan. We’ve 
always said that Jack is a talented brawler; he is effective because he’s a maniac, but 
he loses matches because he’s too out-of-control. Jack needs to find the middle 
ground, or risk ruining his career. He had a good run in WCW and now must regroup 
on the independent circuit. 


Thumbs Down to Ted DiBiase. Somebody should show a videotape to the “Million- 
Dollar Man’”—a tape of him in his pre- WWF days, when he was one of the world’s 
best scientific wrestlers. Or a tape of DiBiase after he arrived in the WWE and took 
Hulk Hogan to the limit in several classic matches. DiBiase is smart and talented 
enough to get by on brains and ability, but he has insisted on buying the services of 
King Kong Bundy, Bam Bam Bigelow, Nikolai Volkoff, Irwin R. Schyster, and 
Tatanka. He is still convinced that he can buy a world title. Give it a rest, Ted. Stop 
counting your money and seek out your past. 
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TS. 


Clementon, NJ (Correspond- 
eni—Ken Stevenson): Abbudah 
Singh, the bloodthirsty madman 
from Singapore, has a wrestling 
style that is in a lot of ways similar 
to that of the legendary Abdullah 
the Butcher. Both are usually more 


the pain to post the victory. 


Abbuduh Singh nearly beat Abdullah the Butcher at 
his own game on a WWA card in New Jersey. He 
severely burned the Butcher, but Abdullah survived 


CORRESPONDEN 


intent on injuring opponents than 
getting victories. 

Abdullah was actually caught 
off-guard when Singh entered the 
ring for their match on a WWA 
card. Before the sadistic Sudan 
native could attack his opponent, 
Singh opened his mouth 
and breathed fire on him. 
Abdullah immediately 
went down to the mat 
clutching his burned 
chest. 

When he saw the 
damage he had done to 
Abdullah, Singh only 
became more enraged. 
He dove onto him and 
started pounding him 
with his fists. 

Amazingly, Abdullah 
wouldn’t quit, though he 
must have been in 
tremendous pain. He 
recovered and pulled 
Singh outside the ring, 
where he rammed his 
head into a wall several 
times. The brawl contin- 
ued for several more 
minutes until Abdullah 
got Singh back inside. 
He punished him with 
two elbowdrops and got 
the pin. After the match, 
he was treated at a local 
hospital. 


In other bouts: Jim McPherson 
defeated Chuck Sloan ... Bad 
Attitude beat The Super Jocks ... 
The Spiders defeated WWA tag 
team champions Duane & Wayne 
Gill by disqualification ... WWA 
heavyweight champion Frank 
Finnegan beat A.C. Connor & 
Striker in a handicap match. 


Boston, MA (Correspondeni— 
Jim Imbruglia): WWF World 
champion Bret Hart has defeated 
his brother Owen numerous times, 
but he has recently had to deal 
with a challenge from brother-in- 
law Jim Neidhart. 

“The Anvil’ attacked Bret before 
the bell in this bout. The “Hitman” 
fought back, however, and got 
Neidhart in a “sharpshooter.” 
Owen quickly entered the ring to 
break it. After Owen got in a few 
kicks on his brother, the referee 
forced him to leave the ring. 

At that point, the match spilled 
on to the arena floor, where Bret 
punched both Owen and Neidhart. 
Back inside the ring, Bret nearly 
got a pinfall with a sunset flip. 
Visibly angry, Neidhart applied a 
bearhug. Bret broke out of it sev- 
eral minutes later, only to be felled 
by a powerslam. 

Bret rallied and used a bulldog 
on “The Anvil,” but Neidhart retali- 

(Continued on page 56) 


WE'RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD FANS! 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially credited with your by-line, send us 
reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of seeing your name in an internationally known magazine while at the same 
time helping to improve the quality of wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 


Send your reports to: 


CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, BOX 956, FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
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HY HAVEN'T oy rica 
OU TAKEN 
THE DWI Kesar 
CHALLENGE? = me 


Take the PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CHALLENGE and go 
head to head with the editors of PWI in the trivia match of your 
life! If you can answer seven consecutive questions correctly— 
without getting pinned—you can earn the title “Undisputed 


Wrestling Trivia Champ” and win $100 or a PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED T-shirt! : ALL-NEW QUESTIONS! 


If you can answer the following questions, you could be 
the next $100 winner! 


What manager brought Hulk Hogan to the WWF in 1979? 
1) Capt. Lou Albano 
2) The Grand Wizard 
3) Fred Blassie 
a 4) Arnold Skaaland 
: : Which of the following wrestlers did Lex Luger nof defeat to capture 
seeseesseee one of his four U.S. heavyweight titles? 
i a iJ 1 Albee 
3) Michoe Pye 


4) Stan Hansen 


Nw ee nen Ilda Pity cose was once managed by rulebreaking 
Ai N 2) False 


How did Ric Flair severely injure his back in October 1975? 


H Airplane crash 
$1.49 : F ' ‘ei 2) Ring inju 
.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents' permission. 3) Reavis pelle 
4) None of the above 
ey This service is available on both rotary-dialed How did you do? If you're up for the challenge and want to 


and touch-tone phones. your wrestling knowledge to work, call now and go for the $100! 


WRESTLING CHALLENGE RULES & REGULATIONS 

Call as often as you like. The contest begins Nov 1, 1994, and runs through January 31, 1995. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge for each call is $1.49 
per minute. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary to par- 
ticipate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via second-chance drawing. The odds of winning are dependent 
on the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333. 
To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correcily and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing of one $100 winner. From Nov 1, 1994, until January 
31, 1995, a total of 9 PWI T-shirts (retail value $19.95 each) will be awarded. London Publishing Co. will select the winners. No substitutions allowed. 
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Here's the monthly feature that YOU get to write! It's your chance to have a top wrestler answer YOUR questions! 
Only the best questions will be answered, so put on your thinking caps ond come up with some good ones! Address 
your questions—and who you would like to have answer them—to: 
YOU ASKED US, c/o THE WRESTLER, 
Box 956, Ft. Washington, PA 19034. 


Q: “I would like to pose a question 
to one of my favorites, ‘Nature 
Boy’ Ric Flair: How do you feel 
about someone who is physically 
disabled, as I am, wanting to be a 
pro wrestling manager or play- 
by-play announcer. I have cere- 
bral palsy. Is it wrong to 
dream?”—Darrell Johnson, State 
Road, NC 

A: “Darrell, it’s never wrong to 
dream!” Flair responded. “If 


an 


As WCW World champion, Hulk Hogan 
must focus on wrestling solo, but he says 
in the future, once he feels he has no 
more to accomplish on his own, he might 
seek out a regular partner and try to be a 
dominant tag team wrestler. 
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you have what it takes—and 
from the tone of your letter, 
you obviously do—there’s no 
reason you can’t convert your 
dreams into reality. I won’t lie 
and tell you the road will be an 
easy one, because it isn’t for 
any of us in pro wrestling. But 
if you work hard enough and 
give it your all, you’re going to 
make it. Go for it, and remem- 
ber the ‘Nature Boy’ is in your 
corner. Whoooooo!” 
RE 

“My question is for Hulk Hogan: 
For over a decade, ‘Hulkamania’ 
has dominated the world singles 
wrestling scene. Someday, do 
you think you will find a loyal 
tag team partner and dominate 
the tag team wrestling scene?”— 
Eric Thornton, Kent, WA 

“Well, brother, I’ve enjoyed 
the tag team matches I’ve been 
in over the years, especially the 
ones where I teamed with 
Sting,” Hogan answered. “Once 
I’m certain that I’ve done all I 
can in singles here in WCW, I 
may very well concentrate on 
tag team wrestling. But I'll tell 
you that time is a long time in 
coming as long as Ric Flair is 
teaming with that scheming 
Sherri Martel, not to mention 
possible foes like [Big Van] 
Vader or Steve Austin. Eric, I 
hope in years to come [ll con- 
tinue to please you and millions 


of the other ‘Hulkamaniacs’ 
around the world!” 
oh 


Q: “My question is for Senior Editor 


Bill Apter: WCW has three sin- 
gles titles: World, U.S., and TV. 
Not counting the World Wom- 
en’s belt, the WWE has only the 
World and Intercontinental titles. 
Should it establish one more, and 
what would you call it?”’—Kirk 
Burnett, Syracuse, NY 


A: “A third title would be nice for 


the roster, Kirk, but that deci- 
sion is up to [WWF President] 
Jack Tunney and his associates, 
not me,’ Apter answered. “If it 


Brian Lee says he was actually relieved 
when he was fired by his former manag- 
er, Tammy Fytch. He says he is better 


off on his own and pities any wrestler 
who lets Fyich run his career. 


wasn’t a size-related title like a 
light heavyweight belt—some- 
thing I wish both WCW and 
the WWF had—I would call it 
a TV title. Not in order to imi- 
tate WCW, but to recognize 
that television is an important 
part of the WWF, and has been 
since its inception more than 30 
years ago.” 
RE 


Q: “I'd like to ask Brian Lee this 


question: What was running in 
(Continued on page 58) 


FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER! 


THE PWI 
ACHIEVEMENT '94 


VOTELINE! 


For the first time ever, you can cast your ballot for the PWI Achievement ‘94 Awards 
by telephone! Make your votes count in six important Achievement ‘94 categories— 
or leave a recording of your very own “Unofficial/Official Award” for possible publication 
in the spectacular year-end edition of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED! 
This phone line is only open for a limited time—eall today! 


CAST YOUR VOTES IN THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES: 


...OR CREATE AND PRESENT YOUR OWN 
“UNOFFICIAL/OFFICIAL AWARD”! 


CALL TODAY 
1-900-860-1994 


CALL NOW: THIS PHONE LINE IS ONLY IN SERVICE UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 1994! 


Results will be tabulated and will contribute toward the final vote totals 
in the March 1995 year-end edition of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, on sale December 27! 


8% This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones 


Only 99 cents per minute. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission before dialing. 
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_ INTRODUCING 


THE SPELLBINDER 


By Dave Lenker 


NOTHER NIGHT OF 
Avs action at Memphis’ 

Mid-South Coliseum had 
just ended. The rulebreakers’ 
locker room had begun to clear 
out, but still sitting calmly by a 
locker was the mysterious 
Spellbinder. 

A reporter approached him 
and asked about his victory over 
his former tag team partner Jeff 
Gaylord that night. He didn’t 
respond. When the reporter 
asked again, Spellbinder just 
stared. The reporter stepped 
back, unsure of what he had got- 
ten himself into. As he headed 
for the exit, he muttered some- 
thing about just looking for a 
good story. 

As the reporter reached for 
the doorknob, he felt a hand on 
his shoulder. He turned around 
and saw the 6'4", 273-pound 
Spellbinder staring coldly at him. 
Spellbinder motioned for the man 
to join him in a private training 
room. 

“| will give you the story that 
you want,” Spellbinder said. 
“Almost no one ever hears me 
talk, but | will make an exception 
this time.” 

During the next half-hour, he 


The Spellbinder, who is currently terrorizing fan favorites in the USWA, is lucky 
just to be alive. He was shot in New York City several years ago and was clinical- 
ly dead for almost 10 minutes before doctors revived him. 


A master mime and magician, Spelilbinder decided to become a 
wrestler while lying in a hospital bed watching Sid Vicious on TV. 
Now he’s a close ally of Vicious in the USWA and has opponents 

wondering what tricks he'll try next 
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talked about his fascination with 
magic. He talked about the pro- 
fessional magician, Jeff Sheri- 
dan, who taught him all he knows 
about sleight of hand. 

Within a few years, Spell- 
binder said, he was good enough 
to win a few competitions. Then 
he added another element to his 
act: pantomime. 

“This is interesting,” quipped 
the reporter, “but where does 
wrestling come in? What made 
you decide to break in to this 
sport?” 

“That’s a long story,” said 
Spellbinder, “but I'll tell you if you 
want to hear it. | can’t guarantee 
you | will ever speak to you 
again.” 

“I’m all ears, 
porter.” 

What happened to Spellbinder 
one winter night almost three 
years ago is almost unbelievable. 
After leaving a party in New York, 
he heard a loud noise that he 
thought sounded like firecrackers 
coming from inside the apartment 
building. He went back inside and 
saw two people lying in the hall- 
way. Out of the corner of his eye, 
he saw a shadow move. He heard 
another “firecracker” go off and 
suddenly felt sharp pains in his 
back and chest. 

When he opened his jacket 
and saw smoke coming out, he 
knew he’d been shot. 

“| grabbed my chest and felt 
blood and then the bullet popped 
out into my hand,” he explained. 
“| coughed and felt blood coming 
up my throat and | thought, /’m 
gonna die.” 

He stumbled out of the build- 
ing and down the street, all the 
while fighting the urge to just go 
to sleep. He knew if he did that 
there was a good chance he’d 
never wake up. Fortunately, he 
ran into two police officers, 
though they didn’t understand 


” 


said the re- 


what was wrong 
until he put the 
bullet in one’s 
hand. 

“They got me 
an ambulance,” 
he recalled, “but | 
kept saying to 
one of the techni- 
cians, ‘| don’t 
want to die, | 
don’t want to die.’ 
They gave me 
oxygen and put 
an intravenous 
needle in my arm 
and told me | 
wasn’t going to 
die. That's when | 
finally relaxed 
and let myself fall 
asleep.” 

After briefly 
regaining con- 
sciousness while 
his wound was 
being sewn up, 
he was out cold 
for two days. 
When he woke up 
again, he was 
shocked to find himself hooked up 
fo several machines. A doctor told 
him he had gone into cardiac 
arrest and was Clinically dead for 
almost 10 minutes before being 
revived. 

“| watched a lot of wrestling 
when | was in the hospital,” 
Spellbinder said. “I loved Pedro 
Morales and Superstar Graham 
when | was a kid. It just dawned 
on me that | could combine all 
the things | love into a wrestling 
career: bodybuilding, posing, 
magic, and pantomime. 

“After three weeks in the hos- 
pital, | got out and began training 
and putting the weight back on 
that | lost and soon The Spell- 
binder was born.” 

He was a fan favorite when he 
arrived in the USWA more than a 


." . 
Inside the ring, Spellbinder often uses the skills he 
learned as a magician to his advantage. He once turned a 
handkerchief into a cane and used it to beat former tag 
team partner Jeff Gaylord. 


year ago, but he soon accepted 
Bert Prentice’s lucrative offer to 
join his stable. Prentice has since 
left the USWA and Spellbinder 
joined Vicious shortly after Sid 
entered the promotion earlier this 
year. Spellbinder, whose favorite 
maneuver is a double-underhook 
DDT, has found some creative 
ways to beat his rivals. 

He once used a handkerchief 
to choke Gaylord, but when his 
former partner turned the bout in 
his favor, Spellbinder turned the 
hanky into a cane, whacked 
Gaylord, and pinned him. Hiding 
a foreign object is not a problem. 

“| cheated death,” he said. 
“There’s no telling what | will be 
able to accomplish in the future. 
Now, that is all | have to say.” 

He said more than enough. 
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Each month, 
THE WRESTLER will 
present a "Question and 

Answer" forum with an important 
figure in the wrestling world. It is your 
chance to meet wrestling's biggest stars 
as they answer the questions 
uppermost in fans' minds 


Q: So, Hacksaw, what’s it like being 
a champion? 

A: Well, I'll tell you, it’s kind of 
weird, because it’s been such a 
long time. This one is real spe- 
cial. 

Q: How so? I mean, besides the 
obvious reasons. 

A: T’ve spent a big part of my life in 
wrestling and the sport’s been 
good to me. But a couple of years 
ago, after the feud with Sgt. 
Slaughter, I began to wonder if I 
was ever going to win another 
title or if I was just wrestling’s 
unofficial soldier of fortune 
(laughs). You know, like, ‘“‘Oh, 
there goes so-and-so, bad- 
mouthing America. Let’s sick ol’ 
Hacksaw on him.” It was nice, 
and I get a lot of satisfaction out 
of it, but there was something 

missing. And what was missing 

It took Hacksaw Duggan just 27 seconds to beat Steve Austin for the U.S. title at Nae wanninS 2 champlonaniy: 


Fall Brawl. He admits there was a time when he thought he’d never win another title That it’s the U.S. belt makes it all 
and is proud of this win because he had to beat a great wrestler. the sweeter. 
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Q: 


© 


You had very limited experience 
in WCW before you were thrown 
into that championship match. 
How did you prepare for Austin? 


: I just figured that Austin was in 


the same boat as me, and one of 
us was gonna have a belt at the 
end of the match and one of us 
wasn’t. I wasn’t as prepared to 
wrestle Steve Austin as I would 
have liked, but he wasn’t pre- 
pared to wrestle me, either. He 
thought he was going to get 
Rick Steamboat, or just be 
allowed to walk away with the 
belt without having to wrestle. 
But the last thing he expected 
was Hacksaw Duggan coming 
at him with an arena full of 
patriotic Americans and a 2x4. 
The fans are always so great to 
me. This title is for all of ’em. I 
owe them a lot. 


: Some people say you lucked into 


the title. How do you respond to 
that? 


HACKSAW DUGGAN 


HEN OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS for Hacksaw Duggan, it 

W uses a 2x4. The patriotic grappler had wandered around 

independent federations for months when the chance of a 

lifetime arose. He was offered a match for the WCW U.S. title against 

Steve Austin at Fall Brawl. Duggan pulled off one of the biggest upsets 
sof the year, pinning Austin in 27 seconds to win the belt. 

It was the first title for Duggan since he won the defunct WWF King’s 
Crown in 1989. The proud native of Glens Falls, New York, has often 
taken his love of country into the ring, battling foreigners who have 
badmouthed the U.S. It is a quality that endeared him to fans all over 
the country. 

Duggan has been a close friend of WCW World champion Hulk Hogan 
for years and some people have suggested that Hogan used his influ- 
ence to get Duggan the title shot against Austin, but Hacksaw says that 
is nonsense. Although Duggan hasn’t held many titles during his career, 
he fully understands the responsibility that comes with being champion 
and intends to adhere to his beliefs both in and out of the ring. Senior 
Writer Chris Bernucca interviewed Duggan following a training session 
in Atlanta. 


al 


Te. 


i Wigs 


l 


Duggan’s enthusiasm and patriotism make him very popular with the fans. He says 
they always inspire him to do his best and their cheers played an important role in 
making him a champion again. 
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A: 


> © 


Well, I did kind of luck into the 
title match. Any number of fan 
favorites could have been 
picked as an opponent for 
Austin. But luck had nothing to 
do with beating him. I beat him, 
fair and square, and the next 
time we wrestle, I’ll beat him 
again. It’s that simple. 


: So you... 
: Hold on a second. I want to 


clarify something, seeing how 
this is going to be in your maga- 
zine word-for-word. People in 
wrestling—including your mag- 
azine—have always said that 
Hacksaw Duggan is not a seri- 
ous title contender. How do you 
know if someone has what it 
takes to win a title if you don’t 
put him in a title match? There 
are so many things that go on 
behind the scenes that you have 
no control over. If a promoter 
comes to me and says, “You’re 
going to wrestle this guy on the 
undercard,” I have no choice in 
the matter. If I say no, then the 
promoter will find someone else 
to wrestle in my place, and he 
gets paid, not me. 


: Did being a friend of Hulk Hogan 


make your entrance into WCW 
easier? 


: If I said no, I’d be lying. He 


called me prior to his first 
match with Flair and asked me 
if I knew anything about the 
guy. I had some NWA title shots 
against Flair about 10 years 
ago, and Hulk faced him a few 
times in the WWE, so I really 
couldn’t add too much that he 
didn’t know already. But it was 
the thought that counted, and I 
appreciated him asking me. 
After he beat Flair, I was there 
and was one of the first to con- 
gratulate him on winning the 
championship. 


Q: And then what? 
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A: 


> 


Hulk said that there were plenty 
of opportunities down here for 
someone like me if I wanted to 
stay. I was just tooling around 
upstate New York, hanging out 
at home in Glens Falls, taking a 
few independent dates here and 
there. He knew he had to give 
me a hard sell, because he 
knows how much of a home- 
body I am. 


: Did he ever mention the U.S. 


title? 


: No, not at all. Hulk’s got a pres 


ence in this sport that no one 
else has. Fans love him. That’s 
why he gets immediate title 
shots. I didn’t think I’d be 
wrestling for a title that quickly. 


: Did he have anything to do with 


you getting that shot at Austin? 


: Heck, no. That was the call of 


the promoters. They decided I 
would be a suitable substitute 
for Ricky [Steamboat] and I 
was thrilled to take the match. 


Q: 


A: 


a 


Duggan has run into many fellow WWF alumni in WCW, only some of whom he likes. 


Not many people can beat some 
one as good as Austin in less 
than 30 seconds. 


: What’s it like now that you and a 


close friend are both champions? 


: I think Hulk’s more excited 


about it than I am! (laughs) ’m 
kinda taking it in stride, 
because I know how quickly 
things can change in wrestling. 
But every time I’m around him, 
he teases me about the belt. 


* When I walk in the locker 


room, he says, “Make way for 
the WCW U.S. champion.” 
Then he says, “Hacksaw, let me 
see that hardware. You coming 
after the ‘Hulkster’? I think I 
gotta watch out for you, broth- 
er.”’ It’s all in good fun. 

Are you interested in going after 
the World title? 

Not if Hulk’s got it. He’s a 
friend and you don’t treat 
friends that way. Now, if we 
were to team up and go after 


ait TE 


He spent months trying to knock some sense into the heads of The Nasty Boys in the 
WWF, but now respects them for coming to the aid of Dusty and Dustin Rhodes. 


someone, that would be a differ- 
ent story. Hacksaw and Hulk, 
back together again. Hoooooo! 


: You’ve made a career of defend- 


ing America in the ring, and now 
you have the chance to do it as a 
champion. Do you see any oppor- 
tunity for that in WCW? 


: Oh, sure. The anti-American 


element isn’t quite as bad as it 
used to be in the other place, 
with Slaughter and Yokozuna 
and all, but there’s a guy here 
who I’ve got my eyes on, if he’s 
not afraid of the challenge. 


: Are we talking about Lord Steven 


Regal? 


: Absolutely. I don’t like the way 


the guy talks about Americans. 
He calls us commoners. What 
exactly is a commoner? 


: It’s a derogatory term used by 


British people who are descen- 
dent from royalty. 


: Well, that may wash where he 


comes from, but it doesn’t mean 
anything here. And if he doesn’t 
like the system of government 
here in America, he can go back 
to England and drink all the tea 
he wants. Of course, that’ll be 
hard to do with two fat lips and 
a broken jaw. This is the great- 
est country in the world. We 
open our ports and let in any- 
one who wants to come here. 
And we don’t force anyone to 
stay, either. If you don’t like it 
here, get out. And that’s my 
suggestion to Regal. I’ll even 
help him pack his bags. 


: You may not get too many shots 


at Regal. Word has it he is headed 
to Japan to wrestle there. 


: Oh, an imperialist country! 


(laughs) He'll love it there. 


: Would it bother you if Regal left 


before you really got a chance to 
teach him lesson about American 
pride? 


: When I talked to Hulk, I wasn’t 


Some things never change. Duggan had several run-ins with Ric Flair in the past and 


eas 


wrestled him several times during his stint in the NWA in the mid-1980s. He says he'll 
never trust the “Nature Boy.” 


Q: 


the only one giving advice. He 
told me that the most important 
thing about being a champion is 
not to disgrace the belt. That 
means never backing down 
from a challenge. I know Austin 
will get more shots at me, but 
after that, it’s up to the promot- 
ers. I’m not here to duck peo- 
ple. If I wrestle Austin or any- 
one else for the belt, and they 
win fair and square, more 
power to ’em. 

Hogan isn’t the only WCW wrestler 
you’re familiar with from your time 
in the WWF. I know you’ve had 
run-ins with The Nasty Boys, Flair, 
maybe Paul Orndorff ... 


: I know, I know. We’ve talked 


about Flair and I think you 
know how I feel about him. 
Don’t like him. Never have, 
probably never will. You can’t 


> oO 


trust him. Even when you think 
he’s your friend, you always 
have to worry about him stab- 
bing you in the back. He’s 
always cookin’ up some kind of 
scheme. No matter what anyone 
tells you, I think he only looks 
out for himself. 


: And some of the others? 
: I’m real glad you brought up 


The Nasty Boys. I’m not real 
sure what to make of them, but 
when I saw them come to the 
defense of Dusty and Dustin 
Rhodes, man, it was something 
to see. We had some battles in 
the past, but anyone who’s will- 
ing to help the “American 
Dream” is okay in my book. 


: As usual, Hacksaw, it’s been a 


pleasure. Thank you for your time. 


: Always nice to talk to you, 


Chris. Thanks. oO 
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THE WRESTLER PANEL EXAMINES 


Each month 
THE WRESTLER'S panel of experts 

will offer candid opinions of one 

of wrestling's stars. Whether an up-and-coming 
youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 

our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 


fe A ~ = 


Sabu (battling Shane Douglas) has gained a reputation as one of the wildest wrestlers anywhere. He 
combines the agility of an aerial ace with an incredible appetite for punishment. 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

“After seeing tapes of this guy, daddy, all | can say is 
that | hope he’s well-insured! This Sabu is remark- 
able, one of the few wrestlers I’ve ever seen who 
combines high-flying ability with an incredible 
propensity for punishment. That moonsault of his is 
simply devastating! | love watching this guy wrestle, 
but the way he’s going, you wonder how much 
longer he can subject himself to this self-torture. 
Catch him while you still can, daddy.” 


Capt. Lou Albano has led 13 tag teams—most 
recently The Headshrinkers—to a record 17 WWF 
World tag team titles. 


FABULOUS MOOLAH 
“That wonderful moonsault makes it clear that 
Sabu could've become an Syne des gymnast 


had he wanted to. Fortunately for us, he didn’t! 
Even after all my years wrestling and watching 
others wrestle, dearie, | rarely am able to forecast 
what moves he'll use. That's a tribute to his fan- 
tastic repertoire and ring intelligence. Hon, | sim- 
ply wonder how many more years he can com- 
pete at this level without destroying himself.” 


Fabulous Moolah, the finest woman wrestler in 
history, held the World title for 28 years. She 
trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 

“There are plenty of aerial wrestlers who wow 
crowds with their moves but bring little else to the 
table. Sabu is the pleasant exception. There 
always is a method to his madness. You wouldn't 
expect someone his size could be so intimidating, 
but the man is so unpredictable, so reckless, that 
no opponent can honestly defend against him. I’m 
certain he would give most WCW and WWF stars 
the most difficult bouts they ever had.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the sport's history, runs a wrestling 
school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


LOU THESZ 

“Sabu is an artist in the ring, but not in the classi- 
cal sense. He is so determined, so intense, that an 
opponent has to be half-mad to figure him out. 
Perhaps that’s why he’s had great matches with 
Cactus Jack! While Sabu isn’t necessarily the type 
of wrestler | like, there’s no denying his talent, 
both as an aerial wrestler and for both dispensing 
and absorbing punishment. Even a purist like me 
finds this man truly exciting.” 


Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six times dur- 
ing his fabulous 50-year career. Many consider 
him the greatest all-around wrestler ever. 


DORY FUNK JR. 

“As a protege of The Sheik, Sabu has a devil-may- 
care attitude toward blood and injury. However, he 
also has adapted much of the best Japanese styles to 
his repertoire. The combination makes him a one-of- 
a-kind competitor, as ! know from his great matches 
with my brother, Terry. He's scary to watch, for you 
fear one of these days he'll irreparably go over the 
edge. Yet you also see him do things you never 
thought possible. He's genuinely unique.” 


Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA World championship 
from 1969 to 1973. He still wrestles from time to 
time. 


GORDON SOLIE 

“I've been fortunate to watch many great aerial 
wrestlers—Brian Pillman, Jushin Liger, and 2 Cold 
Scorpio to name a few—and Sabu is right up there. 
He's unpredictable, athletic, and maniacal. He stands 
an excellent chance of becoming one of the all-time 
greats. But you wonder if the way he approaches the 
sport will shorten his career. That chilling thought is 
always in the back of my mind whenever | catch one 
of his matches on TV or tape.” 


Gordon Solie has expertly analyzed pro wrestling 
on television for 35 years. He periodically 
appears on WCW broadcasts. 
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Hey=Not 

Badd! 

JOHNNY ¥ 
. CHAMPE | 


Johnny B. Badd is one of WCW’s 


most popular and flamboyant 
grapplers. Now he has some 
new jewelry to go along 

with his bright outfits and 
outrageous makeup, a 

gold championship belt! 


Photos by John S. Pithers 


By Ed Emelett 


HE LOCKER ROOM at the 
Roanoke Civic Center was 
packed with people. Every- 
where you looked, someone was 
celebrating. Champagne was flow- 
ing, laughter was everywhere, and 
everyone’s spirits were sky-high. 
Just moments before, Johnny 
B. Badd executed a beautiful 


backslide and pinned Lord Steven 
Regal to capture the WCW TV 
title. Badd’s friends and family 
crowded around him, all waiting 
for their chance to congratulate 
the new champion. 

“This makes it all worthwhile,” 
Badd shouted, the shiny TV belt 
draped over his shoulder and 


. An Peete technical 
da»showed tremendous 


champagne sireaming down 
his face and torso. “I told 
everyone that | could do it, 
and tonight | finally put every- 
thing together! Lord Regal 
found out what a baaaaaad 
maaaaaan | really am!” 

indeed he did! Johnny 
B. thoroughly dominated 
the match, whipping the 
frustrated Regal from 
post to post. Even out- 
side interference from 
Sir William couldn’t 
deny Badd his first 
title in WCW. 

It was long time 
coming for a man 
who has such a 

" wonderful rapport 

with fans. Badd 
entered WCW in 1991 and quickly 
rose in the rankings, eventually 
earning a series of shots at the 
now-defunct light heavyweight 
title. He was voted PW/ Rookie of 
the Year in 1991. Shortly after he 
received that prestigious award, 
however, Johnny’s career started 
to sputter. 

After the former Golden Gloves 
champion split with manager 
Teddy Long, he was sidetracked 
in his quest for a title. For some 
reason, settling feuds took prece- 
dence over winning titles. Badd 
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Regal caused Badd some pain in the match, but the brash Englishman seemed more intent on 
embarrassing his popular rival than just winning the bout. According to Badd, that was part of his 
plan for winning the belt. 


was humiliated by Scotty Fla- 
mingo (in a boxing match!), and 
Maxx Payne later stole Johnny’s 
“Badd Blaster’ and burned Badd’s 
face with it. 

Badd battled these men valiant- 
ly, but his hunger for revenge cost 
him title shots. He started to slip in 
the ratings. Even when Johnny B. 
did receive his championship 
matches, fans noticed that there 
was something missing. It seemed 
he could never put it all together at 
once. He lost key matches 
because he didn’t anticipate oppo- 
nents using foreign objects or get- 
ting their managers to interfere. 
Other times, he played to the 
crowd instead of finishing off a vul- 
nerable foe. Mistakes were costly. 
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That all began to change when 
he received an unexpected title shot 
against then-WCW World champion 
Ric Flair in Germany in March. 

Badd wrestled a tremendous 
match, getting several two-counts 
on the champ before he was even- 
tually pinned. Despite losing, his 
performance in that bout gave him 
the confidence and drive he so des- 
perately needed. Flair later confided 
to friends that he was shocked at 
how well Badd wrestled. 

“After that match with Flair, | 
knew | could do it,” Badd ex- 
plained. “As much as | hate to say 
it, | think that sneaky ‘Nature Boy’ 
taught me a little bit about that 
ring psychology stuff you guys 
always write about, and | put that 


to good use against Regal.” 

Subsequent matches against 
then-U.S. champ “Stunning” Steve 
Austin ended in near-defeats, so 
Badd decided to use some of that 
ring psychology he learned from 
Flair against Regal. 

His plan worked to perfection. 

Only days before Fall Brawl, 
Badd got involved in an altercation 
with Regal in which he punched 
Sir William right between the 
eyes. The normally smug Regal 
was incensed, and demanded that 
Badd step in the ring so he could 
“teach the bloody commoner a 
lesson.” Regal was furious to the 
point of losing all self-control. 

Badd’s plan was working. 

“| wanted to throw him off his 


His Lordship seemed stunned when Regal whipped him to the ropes (above) and 
sent him flying with a back-bodydrop (below). He was even more stunned when the 
man he has called a “commoner” pinned him for the title. 


game plan. | knew that if | could 
accomplish that, it would be a 
heckuva lot easier to win the title,” 
Badd said. “Besides, everybody 
knows that the TV belt would look 
sooo0000 much prettier on me!” 

Even during the match, it was 
obvious that Regal had no real plan. 
He was more concerned with humil- 
iating Badd than methodically 
defending his title. Badd controlled 
the first 10 minutes of the match 
with armdrag takedowns and leg- 
locks. It seemed like he had a 
counter for every move or hold 
Regal tried. 

His Lordship finally took control 
after Badd missed a flying body- 
press. But instead of dipping in to 
his vast repertoire of maneuvers, 
he immediately started scratching 
and punching at Badd’s face. 

It was hardly the type of attack 
you'd expect from a man who bills 
himself as the best technical 
wrestler in the world. 

After Sir William’s outside inter- 
ference twice failed, Badd blocked 
Regal’s attempted European 
uppercut, rolled him over with a 
backslide, and registered the 
three-count. The look on Regal’s 
face told the entire story. His 
mouth was hanging wide open; he 
couldn’t believe he’d been beaten 
cleanly by a “commoner” like 
Johnny B. Badd. 

Badd leaped into the air, 
grabbed his newly won champi- 
onship belt, and stood on the sec- 
ond rope with the belt held high in 
the air for everyone to see. 

“He really deserves that title,” 
said Rick Steamboat. “I’ve known 
Johnny for quite a while now, and 
his perseverance just amazes me. 
No matter how many setbacks 
he’s had, he always finds a way to 
overcome them. He’s a great role 
model for children, and his flam- 
boyance really adds something to 
WCW. He truly is a great guy, and 
this TV title is richly deserved.” 

No one could have said it bet- 
ter. O 
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“One of these men is not like 
the other. One of these men just 
does not belong ...” 

(With apologies to the 
childrens’ song) 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HERE WAS GOING to be a 
party. King Kong Bundy had 
ordered the beer. Bam Bam 


Bigelow was in charge of the subs 
and chicken wings. Nikolai Volkoff 
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had ordered a case of the best 
Russian vodka money could buy. 
This was no ordinary party. It was 
a welcoming bash. Welcome, Lex 
Luger, to the Corporation. 

Boy, were these guys ever in 
for a rude awakening to Ted 
DiBiase’s Best Kept Secret in the 
WWF. In an information era where 
almost every bit of news leaks out 
before it actually becomes news, 
DiBiase pulled off the coup of the 
decade. But when it’s all over, 


DiBiase could be the victim of a 
bloody mutiny. 

According to WWF insiders, 
Bundy, Bigelow, Volkoff, and Irwin 
R. Schyster are incensed at 
DiBiase for signing Tatanka with- 
out their Knowledge. One insider 
told us that all four men would 
have objected to Tatanka joining 
the Corporation. 

“It has the makings of a major 
problem for DiBiase,” the insider 
said. “Now we'll see how much his 


money can buy. They’re mad at 
him and they think he’s betrayed 
their trust. Even worse, they’re 
convinced Tatanka’s getting more 
money than they are. DiBiase 
might have to dig deep into his 
bank account to avoid a full-scale 
mutiny, and even then, he might 
have lost their trust.” 

There’s a simple reason for 
their anger with DiBiase: Tatanka 
is nothing like them. He’s a full- 
blooded American Indian who has 


always preached virtue and pride 
over greed and winning at any 
cost. Tatanka is cut from a differ- 
ent cloth than Bundy, Bigelow, 
Volkoff, and IRS, all of whom are 
rugged, bottom-line-oriented, out- 
casis. 

“They're not.convinced Tatanka 
can go along with their agenda,” 
another insider said. “It’s basically 
a case of the group only being as 
strong as its weakest link. If 
Tatanka snaps, the whole group 


snaps. Look at what happened 
with The Four Horsemen a few 
years ago. One man left—and it 
was only Paul Roma—and the rest 
of the group fell apart.” 

DiBiase’s men are skeptical of 
the events at SummerSlam. 
Everybody in the wrestling world 
thought DiBiase had bought Lex 
Luger’s contract. Even Tatanka 
accused Luger of “selling out” to 
DiBiase. As it turned out, Luger 
refused DiBiase’s advances and 
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Tatanka had major feuds with 
both Bam Bam Bigelow (above) 


and Irwin R. Schyster (right) dur- 
ing the last year. Both insuited his 
Native American heritage and 
aren't thrilled about having to 
make peace with him now. 
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was sneak-attacked by Tatanka. 
When the night ended, Tatanka 
was seen walking out of the 
arena with a bag full of DiBiase’s 
money. 

It was a confusing turn of 
events. By all appearances, 
DiBiase wanted Luger and ended 
up with Tatanka. But it’s hard to 
believe DiBiase changed his 
mind so quickly and turned to 
Tatanka when Luger refused to 
join the Corporation. It’s also hard 
to believe there wasn’t some 
behind-the-scenes_ planning 
between Tatanka and DiBiase. 

That's what rankles DiBiase’s 
men. They weren’t in on the ruse. 
But THE WRESTLER recently 
learned that DiBiase really did 
want Luger, was turned down, 
and turned to Tatanka as a last 
resort. 

“He needed to fill out his sta- 
ble, but more importantly, he 
needed to save face,” said WWF 


It was only a few months ago that Lex Luger and Tatanka were tag team partners 
and the best of friends (below). Tatanka shocked the world when he joined DiBiase 
in attacking Luger at SummerSlam (above). Insiders insist that the “Million-Dollar 
Man” really did want Luger all along, but had to settle for the Native American. 


expert Thomas Pillard. “It gets 
very complicated.” 

According to our insiders, 
DiBiase offered Luger nearly $1- 
million to join the Corporation as 
its number-one man. Luger gave 
the offer much thought before 
deciding to stay on his own. 

“Luger has all the money he 
needs,” our insider says. “He’s 
tired of being controlled by a 
manger. The only thing on his 
mind right now is to win the WWF 
World championship. Luger’s 
more interested in going down in 
history as a great wrestler than 
dying rich.” 

Luger, however, gave DiBiase 
the impression that he would 
accept the offer. DiBiase thought 
the deal was sealed. But on the 
eve of SummerSlam, Luger gave 
DiBiase the bad news: “I’m not 
going. Save your money,” was the 
gist of Luger’s statement. DiBiase 
was angry and embarrassed. 

At that point, DiBiase made a 
critical decision: He phone 
Tatanka and asked him to join the 
Corporation (insiders say Tatanka 
wasn’t offered anything close to 
seven figures). Tatanka thought 
about it. Then he told DiBiase, “I'll 
let you know tomorrow night.” 

That left DiBiase in a bind. Still, 
he had no choice but to wait until 
the Tatanka-Luger match to find 
out if he had an addition to his sta- 
ble. Meanwhile, DiBiase figured 
he had nothing to lose by making 
a last-second offer to Luger during 
the match. When Luger refused 
again, Tatanka gave his answer 
by attacking Luger. 

DiBiase’s men were shocked. 
Volkoff, Schyster, Bigelow, and 
Bundy refused to talk to DiBiase. 
He finally convinced them to give 
Tatanka a chance. They grudging- 
ly agreed. 

But there is no joy in the 
Corporation. Tatanka’s an outcast 
who’s tested every second. One 
false move and he’s gone. And so 
is DiBiase, money or not. L] 
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Happy holidays, ie 
Tony and Tony.! 


words we hear 
often remind us of 
what might be said 
in a middle school 
cafeteria. 
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Happy holidays, Bunkhouse. 
It’s been many years since 
the Rhodes embarrassed 
you at the gym. Let it go and 
move on. 


\ | Sie 

Pe 2 b = 
Happy holidays, Vince. Aren’t lawsuits and 
scandals a pain in the neck? We might not 
like you all the time, but we wish you a trou- 
ble-free 1995. 


aioe Ses 


You can’t always get :. 
what you want But dur- 


_Ing the holiday season, 


you can hope to at least 
get some of the things 
you need. Got your eyes 
on that snazzy new tie 
or that hot leather belt? 
In the market for a new 
AC/DC T-shirt? Weil, 
you’ve come to the 
wrong place. Our gifts 
are reserved solely for 


_professional wrestlers. 


We're into the spirit of 
giving. With Chanukah in 
November this year, the 
gift-giving season will 
last longer than ever. 
And that gives us plenty 
of time to play Santa 
Claus (or Chanukah 
Claus) and deliver these 
special gifts to deserv- 
Ing men, women, and 
wrestlers. 


or Hulk Hogan, we wish a 
F-. good movie reviews, be- 
cause it is very important to 
him that he shows the worid that he 
is more than a superstar athlete. 
Well, Hulk, you may never be 
considered first-class actor, but 
you’ve proven time and time 
again that you belong in the 
elite class of world cham- 
pions Lou Thesz, Ric 
Flair, Bruno Sam- 
martino, and Verne 
Gagne. 
For Shane 
. Douglas, we 
wish a les- 
son in poli- 
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Non, 


Happy Holidays, Sabu. Money doesn’t seem overly important to you, but doesn’t it 
make sense to risk your body for the money the WWF or WCW could offer? Have a 
safe and happy New Year—if you make it that tong! 


tics. Douglas burned more than a 
few bridges when he won the 
NWA title tournament, then 
declared that the belt was 
“bogus.” You can bet that’s the 
last time a group other than ECW 
will invite. Douglas into one of their 
title tournaments. He simply can- 
not be trusted. 

For Bunkhouse Buck, we 
wish a couple of clean towels and 
a free one-week membership in 
the nearest health spa. Buck has 
gone far out of his way to avenge 
an apparent slight by Dusty and 
Dustin Rhodes that occurred 
years ago in a gym. Maybe it’s 
time for Buck to let bygones be 
bygones and go on to something 
else. Like trying to win a major 
title. 

For Nick Bockwinkel, we wish 
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a few lessons in international 
diplomacy. Although the WCW 
commissioner thought he was 
doing the right thing by suspend- 
ing Ric Flair only in North 
America, and allowing him to com- 
pete on WCW's European tour, he 
was actually telling European 
fans, “You're not worth anything. 
You're really not part of our 
league, So my suspension doesn’t 
count in your cities.” This was a 
shameful decision. 

For Stu and Helen Hart, we 
wish the seemingly impossible: A 
pleasant Christmas and New 
Years with all of their children, 
including Bret and Owen. The War 
Between the Harts has been hell- 
ish for Stu and Helen, who have 
painfully watched their children’s 
relationship crumble. There could 


be no greater gift for Stu and 
Helen then a full reconciliation 
between Bret and Owen. Love is 
the greatest gift. 

For WCW, we wish a date in 
Madison Square Garden. The 
WWF didn’t play fair—although it 
was certainly within its rights— 
when it exercised its right-of-first- 
refusal clause in its contract with 
the arena, even after WCW had 
already announced the card. 
Hogan and Ric Fiair, the world’s 
two most famous wrestlers, 
deserve a night together in the 
world’s most famous arena. 

For Vince McMahon, we wish 
a year free from lawsuits, trials, 
and steroid scandals. It’s been a 
long time since the WWF went an 
entire year without outside-the- 
ring annoyances, and McMahon 
certainly deserves a break today. 

For Donn E. Allen, we wish 
the same fate as Duke “The 
Dumpster” Drose, who inhabited 
the final spot in the 1993 “PW/ 
500.” Allen’s number 500 in the 
1994 list, and he can only hope to 
follow in the Duke’s footsteps all 
the way to the WWF. 

For Tony Rumbie, Tony 
Atlas, Kevin Sullivan, Tas- 
maniac, Crash the Terminator, 
and The Blackharts, we wish a 
whole rowful of tickets to HBO’s 
Def Comedy Jam. That base, 
bathroom humor is the type of 
thing the “Brotherhood” should 
enjoy. 

For Abdullah the Butcher, we 
wish free reign for one hour in the 
butcher shop of his choice. Maybe 
then this monstrous, destructive 
animal of a wrestler wil! get his fill 
of raw meat and blood, and 
maybe then he'll stop picking on 
Mr. Hughes and other victims. We 
often wonder why Abdullah is still 
allowed in the ring. 

For Shawn Michaels, we wish 
a copy of Bette Midlers You Gotta 
Have Friends. Really, Shawn, how 
many enemies can you make? — 
Once a beloved fan favorite, 


Michaels has alienated Marty 
Jannetty, Sherri Martel, and 
Diesel. Michaels couldn't even 
maintain his friendship with Diesel 
after they won the WWE World tag 
team title. Michaels clearly has a 
lot of unresolved problems that he 
should try to deal with before 
forming any future alliances. We 
don’t know if he’s a bitter man, but 
he’s certainly not a good friend. 

For Cactus Jack, we wish a 
home, a friend, and a few good 
memories, Things haven’t gone 
well for the madman from Truth or 
Consequences, New Mexico, 
since he was power-bombed by 
Big Van Vader. His friends turned 
against him. He lost a loser- 
leaves-WCW match to Kevin 
Sullivan, his former tag team pari- 
ner. Now he’s looking for a place 
to call home. Poor Cactus. ‘Tis the 
season to be jolly, but Cactus isn’t 
feeling happy. 


Happy holidays, Shawn. You can held men like Marty Jannetty in a headiock, 


For Tatanka, we wish a lesson 
in American History. Remember, 
Tatanka, white man—especially 
Ted DiBiase—speak with forked 
tongue. 

For Sid Vicious, we wish some 
character to go along with that mil- 
lion-dollar body and his tremen- 
dous ability. Sid’s been an under- 
achiever for too long, but he finally 
seems to be making headway in 
the USWA. Beating Jerry Lawler 
in Memphis is no easy feat. 

For Sabu, we wish a six-figure 
contract with the WWF or WCW. 
Independents are great, but Sabu 
deserves worldwide recognition as 
an up-and-coming star. The only 
way he'll get that is to sign with 
the WWF or WCW, either of which 
would benefit. byysigning this tal- 
ented, exciting youngster. 

For Wahoo McDaniel, we wish 
a place in wrestling’s Hall of Fame 
at Slamboree '95. The big chief is 


but 


you didn’t.do a very good job of holding on to him as a friend. Gets a little lonely at 


this time of year, doesn’t it? 


still going strong and beating top 
quality competition. li’s time he was 
honored with a spot in the Hall. 

For Sting, we wish a major 
title. The Stinger is getting lost in 
the WCW shuffle (which used to 
be the WWE shuffle). 

For Tammy Fytch, we wish a 
new purse. The old one has taken 
quite a beating, with Chris 
Candido and Brian Lee using it to 
hit each other. 

For The franian Butcher, a 
more politically correct name. 

For The Undertaker, we wish 
a nice, comfortable coffin so that 
he can rest in peace. 

For Ted DiBiase, we wish the 
realization that money can't buy 
happiness or top wrestlers. 

For Big Van Vader, we wish a 
few shois at the WCW World title, 
no matter who is the champion. 
Vader, a former champion, has 
been a forgotten man since Hulk 
Hogan arrived in WCW. He de- 
serves better treatment, even if he 
has no respect for anybody else. 

For The Guardian Angel, we 
wish a date with Lisa Sliwa. 

For Alundra Blayze, we: wish 
some competition for her WWF 
World women’s title. There has to 
be somebody out there besides 
Bull Nakano! 

For Paul Orndorff and Paul 
Roma, we wish a new nickname 
for their outstanding team. Pretty 
Wonderful isn’t very. imaginative, 


_ even if Orndortf's Mr. Wonderful 


and Roma's Pretty Paul. 

For Marcus Alexander Bag- 
well, we wish the chance to see 
The Patriot without that mask on. 
A wrestler has the right to know 
what his tag team partner looks 
like! 

For Johnny B. Badd, we wish 
a new Baddblaster. No offense, 
Johnny; but the old model seems 
to be losing its “oomph.” 

And to all of you (see, you're 
getting a gift!), happy holidays and 
wishes for a great year of 
wrestling. (J 
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BAC 
SNAP! 


Bob Backlund’s conversion to rulebreaking 


was not the result of a calculated master 
plan. After years of brutal frutration, his 
mind suddenly came undone and he 
assumed an entirely new—and very 
unattractive—personality 
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HE FIRST INDICATION that 
| this was not simply another 
wrestlers shameless public- 
ity stunt was the stack of phone 
calls put into Bob Backlund at 
home that were not returned. At 
least 25. There was a time when 
Backlund had this office on speed 
dial, and once he got you on the 
phone, a typhoon couldn’t get him 
and his Howdy Doody-ain’t-the- 
world-full-of-sunshine-and-smiles 
off. 

The second indication that Bob 
Backlund is not kidding about his 
transformation is that he has, 
quite simply, snapped like a dry 
twig, cracked like an egg. His 
brains are scrambled and his 
eyes move like Mexican tango 
dancers. “Fifty percent of the peo- 
ple in this country have dyslexia,” 
he screamed into a crowd recent- 
ly. “They can’t read or write.” 


ae 9 _— _—* 


After a near six-year stint as WWF World champion, it was difficult for a comeback- 
ing Backlund to accept his new status as a mid-card wrestler, battling such men as 


Reno Reggins. 


Pain filled the creases of 
Backlund’s demented face as he 
continued. “No one can break out 
of my chicken wing,” he said, as if 
anyone really cared. “If they do, 
ll quit. 'm Mr. Backlund and | 
never lie, ladies and gentlemen— 
and | use the term loosely.” 

Backlund’s primal screamfest 
was the saddest thing ever wit- 
nessed in a professional ring—as 
sad as the pathetic last bouts of 
Muhammad Ali and Sugar Ray 
Leonard. It was the sound of a 
man desperate for salvation. The 
sound of man who begs for the 
impossible: a chance to do it 
again differently. The editors of 
THE WRESTLER, after consulting 
with moted wrestling psychologist 
Dr. Sidney M. Basil, have assme- 
bled a list of 10 reasons why Bob 
Backlund has turned from fan dar- 
ling to ring terrorist. 
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breaker at this stage in his career. 


1. Wasted Opportunities 

To go from six-year champion 
to mid-card wrestler is something 
that was bound to take its toll. 
Backlund never capitalized on his 
name. He trusted things would 
work out and when they didn’t, he 
did nothing. 


2. Bad Planning 
Backlund terrribly misjudged 
the shifting wrestling climate. He 
thought his style of wrestling 
would always be popular. He 
believed the flash and hype would 
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It's remarkable to long-time Backlund observers that he could give 
up the adoration of the fans to delve into a brutal campaign as a rule- 


pass, and he never 
thought the era of the 
big man would en- 
dure as long as it did. 


3. Frustration 

Backlund’s like the 
Michael Douglas cha- 
racter in Falling Down. 
He gave everything to 
the sport. He’d wres- 
tle twice in one day, give a free 
clinic, then spend two hours sign- 
ing autographs. He was the great- 
est champion in the sense of what 


he contributed back to the sport 
and the fans. For six years he 
bled for the WWF. And they threw 
him out like yesterday’s garbage 
once Hogan came around. 


4. Wrong Decisions 
As a company man for the 
WWF, Backlund felt he was doing 


Backlund has always harbored deep resentment toward 
Hulk Hogan not only for taking his position atop the 
WWF, but for playing such a major role in shifting the 
sport’s emphasis to larger-than-life athletes with fewer 
overall skills. 


the right thing by stepping down 
and letting Hogan take over. He 
trusted he would be taken care of, 
that he would have been reward- 


It’s unlikely that Backlund would give of his time today, unless, perhaps, these 
children could recite the names of the American Presidents beforehand. 
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Backlund added to his impeccable reputation by defending the WWF World title in 
such NWA mainstays as Tampa, Florida. Now a bitter man half-crazed by jealously 
and regret, Backlund has irreparably damaged what took years to build. 


ed for his efforts and eventually be 
given another title shot. It never 
came. Instead of pushing himself, 
he just gave up. 
5. Hulk Hogan 

In Backlund’s paranoid eyes, 
everyone—fans, promoters, oppo- 
nents—have become Hulk Hogan. 
Hulk Hogan looms as the man 
responsible for all of Backlund’s 
agonies. 


6. Embarrassment 

Visit the Bridgeport YMCA, 
where for years Bob Backlund 
taught wrestling skills to under- 
privileged children, and mention 
Backlund’s name. “He’s a dork,” 
says one child. Backlund is a for- 
gotten relic of another age. Even 
in his own backyard. 


7. Age 
Backlund realized all the time 
he wasted—his prime years dur- 
ing which he lazed around in 
semi-retirement, and one day 
freaked out. 


8. Repression 
The repressed anger boils into 
rage each time Backlund steps into 
the ring. Though his body lacks its 
youthful bounce and elasticity, he’s 
still smart enough to be angry, and 
angry enough to be dangerous. 


9. Lack Of Respect 
Backlund’s stock has plummet- 
ed. Men he used to crush in min- 
utes now laugh in his face in the 
locker room. He had too much 
class to stoop to their level. Now 
he’s down in the dirt, flinging mud. 


10. Desire 

No matter what personality 
Backlund brings to the ring, he will 
always have the champion’s desire 
to excel. He saw his place in history 
being tarnished and has decided to 
do something about it. Whether his 
withered mental state, and his erod- 
ed physical skills will allow him 
remains to be seen. O 


The Wrestler 41 


Not content merely with 
wrestling, J.C. ice and 
Wolfie D like fo go around 
causing trouble. Lots of 
trouble. They’ve irritated 
everyone from Jerry Lawler 
to The Phantoms—and insist 
they aren’t through making 
enemies! 


By Andy Rodriguez 


the age of 18. They can drive, they can 

vote, and (in many states) they can 
drink. In the eyes of the law, they are consid- 
ered adults. 

They sure don’t act like it. 

In fact, J.C. Ice and Wolfie D are two of the 
most immature individuals one could ever 
meet. They act like spoiled brats. If they don’t 
get what they want, they kick and scream and 
make a scene. 

Even worse, Ice and Wolfie are thieves. 
They steal hubcaps for the fun of it. Scott 
George, a photographer for THE WRESTLER, 
found out all about it after he got a bizarre 
phone call in the middle of the night from 
Wolfie. He told George to meet him at a spe- 
cific place on the outskirts of Memphis, 
promising him exclusive pictures of something 
he wouldn’t believe. 

Believing he might be on to something big, 
George stumbled out of bed, got dressed, and 
grabbed his camera. He jumped in his car and 
followed the directions Wolfie gave him. Ten 
minutes later, he turned onto a deserted 
street and saw Ice and Wolfie standing by 


Be: MEMBERS OF PG-13 are over 
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J.C. Ice and Wolfie D are proud of the trou- 
ble they cause outside the ring. They'll 
even climb barbed-wire fences (above) 
just to steal a few hubcaps (below). What’s 
more unbelievable is they'll invite a pho- 
tographer along to capture it all on film! 
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their car, smilifg fromiear-to-ear. y 
As soon as George)igot out of his car 
Wolfiedand Ice scale fiearby féneeand 
began removing hubcaps fro} rs parked 
just inside that fence. 
“Take all the pictures you want, but don’t 
tell anyone where it happened,” Ice warned. 

A few minutes later, the two thugs gathered 
up their stolen goods, climbed back over the 
fence, jumped back into their car, and sped 
away. George was left wondering if the whole 
experience was a dream; when he processed 
the film a few days later, he knew it wasn’t. 

“That story doesn’t surprise me a bit,” said 
Jerry Lawler. “They’re hoodlums, plain and 
simple. Ask anyone in the USWA, they'll tell 
you the same thing.” 

Unfortunately for their detractors, Wolfie 
and Ice make a darned good tag team when 
they’re not committing crimes, and have been 
the USWA’s most consistent duo in recent 
months. 

“A lot of people might hate us,” Ice said, 
“but they can’t ignore us.” 

USWA wrestlers—even those who share a 
locker room with them—aren’t about to ignore 
PG-13. What they intend to do is defeat them. 

Then they want to reform them. 

“Ice and Wolfie are like two naughty kids 
who deserve a good spanking,” said Lawler. 
“In fact, they ought to be caned, like the kid in 
Singapore. That’s the kind of punishment they 
understand. That’s how we'll make ’em stop.” 

“| can’t stand Lawler, and | usually don’t 
give a damn what he says about anything, but 
when it comes to these kids, we’re on the 
same page,” Tommy Rich noted. “Ice and 
Wolfie need to be roughed up a bit.” 

To which Ice and Wolfie say: Try it. 

“Where does Lawler get off talking like 
that?” Wolfie said. “Hey, we stole his crown; 
maybe we'll steal his toupee next! Yeah, let’s 
see what kind of punishment ‘Queen’ Lawler 
dishes out!” 

“And Tommy Rich?” added Ice. “Old 
‘Wildfire’ can’t light a match these days! | think 
we can start making our plans to take over 
this crummy league.” 

Ice and Wolfie aren’t lacking in confidence, 
or arrogance. Some USWA old-timers say 
they’re stunned by how cavalier this rambunc- 
tious tag team can be. 

“In J.C. Ice’s case, it’s especially sad,” said 
matchmaker Eddie Marlin, “because his 
daddy is Bill Dundee, who was one of our most 
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Ice and Wolfie do get serious about their wrestling when the 
time comes. They proved it during a feud with The Phantoms 
this fall. Wolfie kept both Phantoms on the defensive with a 
series of headlocks (above) and armbars (below). 


PG-13 has become a fine team by mastering the art of dou- 
ble-teaming. Problem is, they’re alienating both fan 
favorites and rulebreakers in the USWA because they 
don’t show much respect for anyone. 


Ice (setting up Phantom Il for a whip to the ropes) had a falling- 
out with his father, Sir William Dundee, many years ago, but 
doesn’t care what anyone thinks of him. Several USWA 
wrestlers are talking about banding together to drive these two 
thugs out of the federation for good. 


he asserted. “Hey, he’s the one who taught 
me to go after what | want with all I’ve got. 
Heck, he should be proud of what |’m doing! 
And if he isn’t, that’s too damn bad!” 

It is that “in-your-face” attitude many in the 
USWA want to stop. Problem is, they don’t 
know how. Lawler says he and Brian 
Christopher have discussed which two 
wrestlers should be designed the task of 
eliminating PG-13 from the tag team title pic- 
ture. 

“I'd love to do it, but my focus isn’t on tags 
at this time,” said the Memphis monarch. “It 
still burns me up that they stole my crown. A 
friend of mine spotted it in a pawn shop in 
downtown Memphis. I’m not even gonna tell 
you how much | had to pay to get it back! 
They must be stopped!” 

Predictably, Wolfie and Ice profess to be 
unfazed. They don’t care who comes after 
them. They laugh whenever someone threat- 
ens them. 

“Nobody got us yet, so why should we think 
they'll do it now?” said Wolfie. “Truth is, they're 
afraid of us. They make a lot of noises, but they 
can’t shut us up. Only we decide when we've 
had enough!” 

Funny thing, says Lawler: He actually 
admires PG-13’s brashness, and would like 
to see them use that brashness for the right 
purposes. 

“We don’t just want to beat them,” said 
Lawler, “we want them on our side. Ice and 
Wolfie are both fine wrestlers. Sure, they 
have a lot to learn, but the potential is there. 
They could be awesome.” 

At this point, though, Lawler is dreaming, 
and he knows it. J.C. Ice and Wolfie D are a 
couple of bad boys who have no intention of 
putting an end to their wicked ways. That is 
the reality the USWA is facing. 

“| think this is a phase they're gonna out- 
grow,” Rich said. “That doesn’t mean we won't 
try to stop them. You better believe we will. 
They can’t get away from us much longer.” 

Until then, one piece of advice: If you ever 
drive down to Memphis’ Mid-South Coliseum 
to take in a USWA wrestling card, lock your 
hubcaps in the trunk. Oo 
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Explore with us the rich history of this great sport as we recall the important news 
stories at five-year intervals dating back a quarter of a century 


JANUARY/FEBRUARY 


1970 


RUISER MAINTAINED HIS 
Bien name, but changed 

his wrestling style. “I won’t 
even think of belting a guy when 
his back is turned,” he said ... 
Antonino Rocca and Vittorio 
Apollo, the most agile tag team in 
the history of wrestling, made a 
brief comeback in the Southwest 
... It took Bruno Sammartino 18 
minutes 10 seconds to defeat Ivan 
Koloff at Madison Square Garden. 
(The next time the two met in the 
ring, one year later, Koloff won 
Bruno’s WWF World champi- 
onship.) On that same Garden 
card, WWF tag team champions 
Tony Marino and Victor Rivera 
defeated Waldo Von Erich and 


Killer Kowalski; Ernie Ladd and 
Gorilla Monsoon wrestled to a 20- 
minute draw; and Cowboy Bob 
Ellis defeated Prof. Toru Tanaka 
in three minutes ... Baron Von 
Raschke was the top contender to 
Verne Gagne’s AWA champi- 
onship ... To combat Ray Stev- 
ens, Pat Patterson designed a 
special mask in which small 
objects could be hidden 
Crusher retired but returned soon 
after ... Dewey Robertson made 
his U.S. debut in St. Louis ... A 
poll taken in Los Angeles revealed 
the 10 most popular and unpopu- 
lar wrestlers in that area: 

MOST POPULAR: 1—Mil Mas- 
caras; 2—The Medics; 3—Pedro 
Morales; 4—Terry Funk; 5—Bobo 
Brazil; 6—Emie Ladd; 7—Francisco 
Flores; 8—Pepper Martin; 9—Pat 
Barrett; 10—Baba the Giant. 


By 1970, Bruiser (facing Blackjack Lanza) no longer lived up to his name. The 
famed Midwest star decided to turn his back on rulebreaking. 
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Fans at the fabled Olympic Auditorium 
in Los Angeles loved Mil Mascaras—so 
much, in fact, that he was chosen num- 
ber one in the Most Popular poll of 
Southern California wrestlers. 


MOST UNPOPULAR: 1—The 
Sheik; 2—Fred Blassie; 3—Buddy 
Austin; 4—Black Gordman; 5— 
Bull Ramos; 6—Pat Patterson; 
7—King Curtis; 8—The Convict; 
9—Chris Markoff; 10—The 
Destroyer. 


JANUARY/FEBRUARY 


1975 


RUNO SAMMARTINO AND 
Be Duncum’s Madison 

Square Garden bout was 
halted when the ringside physician 
ruled both bloody wrestlers unfit to 
continue ... Bruno also success- 
fully defended his title against 
Killer Kowalski when Killer was 
knocked unconscious after being 
dropkicked into a steel ringpost ... 
The New York State Athletic 
Commission finally relented to fan 
pressure and allowed a six-man 


Bruno Sammartino’s 1975 bout against Bobby Duncum was halted when a ringside 
physician said both wrestlers were unfit to continue. 


The first six-man tag team match in New York State was held at Madison Square 
Garden 20 years ago, as The Valiants and Killer Kowalski needed the maximum 
three falls to defeat Gorilla Monsoon, Dean Ho, and Tony Garea. 


tag team match. The Valiants and 
Killer Kowalski defeated Gorilla 
Monsoon, Tony Garea, and Dean 
Ho, two falls to one ... Mid-Atlantic 
tag team champions Ric Flair and 
Rip Hawk insisted that Wahoo 
McDaniel and Tiger Conway Jr. first 
defeat them in a non-title match 
before getting a shot at the title. But 
when the challengers won, Flair and 
Hawk reneged on the agreement ... 
Chief Jay Strongbow and Spiros 
Arion formed a sensational tag 
team ... Prof. Toru Tanaka and Dick 
Slater ripped through all tag team 


competition in Florida ... Harley 
Race defeated Dory Funk Jr. to 
capture the Missouri State title ... 
Victor Rivera and Dino Bravo won 
the Americas tag team champi- 
onship after an elimination tourna- 
ment to fill the position the NWA 
took away from Otto Von Heller and 
Kurt Von Hess. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Jack Brisco; 
2—Dory Funk Jr.; 3—The Sheik; 
4—John Tolos; 5—Peter Maivia; 
6—Terry Funk; 7—Don Muraco; 
8—Jerry Lawler; 9—Pampero 


Firpo; 10—Cyclone Negro. 


AWA RATINGS: 1—Verne 
Gagne; 2—Billy Robinson; 3— 
Nick Bockwinkel; 4—Ray Stevens; 
5—Larry Hennig; 6—Crusher; 7— 
lvan Putski; 8—Greg Gagne; 9— 
Buddy Wolff; 10—Geoff Portz. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bruno 
Sammartino; 2—Bobby Duncum; 
3—Pedro Morales; 4—Chief Jay 
Strongbow; 5—kKiller Kowalski; 
6—Gorilla Monsoon; 7— 
Kobyashi; 8—Tony Garea; 9— 
Spiros Arion; 10—Dean Ho. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Valiant 
Brothers; 2—Nick Bockwinkel & 
Ray Stevens; 3—Bobo Brazil & 
Fred Curry; 4—Victor Rivera & 
Dino Bravo; 5—The Hollywood 
Blonds; 6—Dick Slater & Prof. 
Toru Tanaka; 7—Crusher & Billy 
Robinson; 8—kKiller Kowalski & 
Bobby Duncum; 9—The Legion- 
naires; 10—The Love Brothers. 


JANUARY/FEBRUARY 


1980 


EVIN VON ERICH defeated 
K oe: Murdoch to become 
the youngest man ever to 
win the Missouri State title ... The 
NWA title was on the line for the 


first time in Madison Square 
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Kerry Von Erich’s career had just 
begun to take off in 1980, as he beat 
Dick Murdoch to become the youngest 
man to capture the Missouri State title. 


Garden since the formation of the 
WWF as Harley Race defended 
his title against Dusty Rhodes. 
The match was halted due to 


WWF fans hating Hulk Hogan? They definitely did in 1980, when he was a heart- 


Dusty’s excessive bleeding ... 
Tommy Rich forced Bobby 
Heenan out of Georgia when he 
defeated Heenan in a loser- 
eaves-town match Nick 
Bockwinkel dismissed Dino Bravo 
as a threat to his AWA World 
championship ... The Assassin, 
with the help of a foreign object, 
took the Central States belt from 
The Avenger ... Houston fans 
were delighted to hear that both 
Mil Mascaras and _ Bruno 
Sammartino were negotiating with 
area promoters ... WWF World 
champion Bob Backlund said Ken 
Patera was giving him his tough- 
est competition ... Rick Steam- 
boat and Jay Youngblood suc- 
cessfully defended their NWA tag 
team title for the 75th time, out- 
lasting Paul Jones and Baron Von 
Raschke ... Abdullah the Butcher 
was planning to return to Georgia 
and go after Mr. Wrestling II ... 
Not only did Roddy Piper and 


7 sald 


less, violent rulebreaker cruelly attacking fan favorites like ... Ted DiBiase! 
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Stan Stasiak begin teaming, they 
started hearing the cheers of the 
fans ... Americas champion Cha- 
vo Guerrero challenged The Twin 
Devils to a handicap match ... 
Hulk Hogan continued to bear the 
contempt of WWF fans for his 
cruel and excessively violent 
behavior. Austin Idol said he’d 
love to team with Hogan. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Harley 
Race; 2—Dusty Rhodes; 3— 
Jimmy Snuka; 4—Manny Fernan- 
dez; 5—Jim Brunzell; 6—Masked 
Superstar; 7—Kevin Von Erich; 
8—Ric Flair; 9—Mr. Wrestling II; 
10—Steve Keirn. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick Bock- 
winkel; 2—Crusher; 3—Verne 
Gagne; 4—Dino Bravo; 5—Greg 
Gagne; 6—Billy Robinson; 7—Jerry 
Lawler; 8—Super Destroyer I; 9— 
Bill Dundee; 10—Jesse Ventura. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bob Back- 
lund; 2—Ken Patera; 3—Bobby 
Duncum; 4—Pat Patterson; 5—lvan 
Putski; 6—Hulk Hogan; 7—Tito 
Santana; 8—Larry Zbyszko; 9— 
Tony Atlas; 10—The Iron Sheik. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Samoans; 
2—Verne Gagne & Mad Dog 
Vachon; 3—Rick Steamboat & Jay 
Youngblood; 4—Ivan Putski & Tito 
Santana; 5—Bryan St. John & Stan 
Lane; 6—Bruiser Brody & Kerry 
Von Erich; 7—Alexis Smirnoff & 
Ivan Koloff; 8—Paul Jones & Baron 
Von Raschke; 9—Wayne Farris & 
Larry Latham; 10—The Twin Devils. 


JANUARY/FEBRUARY 


1985 


ULK HOGAN AND Roddy 
= Piper squared off in “The 

War To Settle The Score,” 
televised nationally on MTV live 
from Madison Square Garden. 
When Paul Orndorff interfered on 
Piper’s behalf, Mr. T and Cyndi 
Lauper, who were sitting at ring- 


By 1985, Hogan had become wrest- 
ling’s premier fan favorite, and Mr. T 
congratulated him for beating Roddy 
Piper at “The War To Settle The Score” 
at Madison Square Garden. 


side, got involved. The ensuing 
brawl got so out of hand that the 
police had to break it up. That set 
the stage for the first Wrestle- 
Mania. ... Both NWA World cham- 
pion Ric Flair and AWA World 
titlist Rick Martel defended their 


belts at “Star Wars ’85” at New 
Jersey’s Byrne Meadowlands 
Arena. Flair defeated Harley 
Race, and Martel beat Jim Garvin. 
Also on the card, The Road 
Warriors defended their AWA 
World tag team title against Jerry 
Lawler and Baron Von Raschke, 
and Sgt. Slaughter won a 
$100,000 tag team challenge ... In 
their first match under Capt. Lou 
Albano’s management, Barry 
Windham and Mike Rotundo cap- 
tured the WWF World tag team 
title from Adrian Adonis and Dick 
Murdoch. It was Albano’s 14th 
WWF tag title ... Dennis Condrey 
and Bobby Eaton won the World 
Class tag team title from The 
Fantastics, thanks to Jim Cor- 
nette’s tennis racket ... Jimmy 
Hart’s interference helped Eddie 
Gilbert win the Mid-Southern 
championship from Jerry Lawler in 
a Texas death match. A month 
later, Lawler beat Hart in a loser- 
leave-town match ... Hercules 
Hernandez became Sunshine’s 
“secret weapon” in her war 


Dennis Condrey and Bobby Eaton double-team Tommy Rogers of The Fantastics en 


route to capturing the World Class tag team title for manager Jim Cornette in 1985. 


against Chris Adams and Gino 
Hernandez ... The Pretty Young 
Things, Norvell Austin and Koko 
B. Ware, captured the U.S. tag 
team title from Mark and Jay 
Youngblood ... Jesse Barr re- 
gained the Florida title from B. 
Brian Blair with aid from Bill Irwin 
... Wrestling great Eddie Graham 
died at his home in Florida. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Ric Flair; 
2—Wahoo McDaniel; 3—Jerry 
Blackwell; 4—Dusty Rhodes; 5— 
Kerry Von Erich; 6—Ronnie Garvin; 
7— Jesse Barr; 8—Harley Race; 
9—Chris Adams; 10—Rick Rude. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Hulk 
Hogan; 2—Greg Valentine; 3— 
Roddy Piper; 4—Tito Santana; 5— 
Ken Patera; 6—Nikolai Volkoff; 7— 
Jimmy Snuka; 8—Junkyard Dog; 
9—Paul Orndorff; 10—Bob Orton. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Rick 
Martel; 2—Jim Garvin; 3—Nick 
Bockwinkel; 4—Bob Backlund; 
5—Sgt. Slaughter; 6—Masked 
Superstar; 7—Jerry Blackwell; 8— 
Mr. Saito; 9—Brad Rheingans; 
10—Greg Gagne. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Road 
Warriors; 2—Dusty Rhodes & 
Manny Fernandez; 3—Barry 
Windham & Mike Rotundo; 4— 
Steve Keirn & Stan Lane; 5—Rick 
Morton & Robert Gibson; 6— 
Dennis Condrey & Bobby Eaton; 
7—Ilvan & Nikita Koloff; 8—Ron 
Bass & Black Bart; 9—Greg 
Gagne & Jim Brunzell; 10—Koko 
B. Ware & Norvell Austin. 


JANUARY/FEBRUARY 


1990 


RN ANDERSON WON his 
{\ second NWA TV title by 
defeating The Great Muta 
... Mr. Saito won the AWA World 
title from Larry Zbyszko in Tokyo. 


Zbyszko regained the belt less 
than two months later ... Big 
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— 


The Great Muta is a lot to handle, but Arn Anderson is having no trouble. “Double- 
A” beat Muta in 1990 for his second NWA TV title. 


Bossman, at the time one of the 
WWF’s most reviled rulebreakers, 
turned against his manager, Slick, 
as well as fellow rulebreakers Ted 
DiBiase and Virgil. He became a 
fan favorite and helped Jake 
Roberts in his feud with the 
“Million-Dollar Man” ... Harley 
Race won his first title in five 
years when he beat Miguel Perez 
Jr. for the WWC Caribbean cham- 
pionship ... WWF World champion 
Hulk Hogan and Intercontinental 
champ Ultimate Warrior briefly 
came to blows after teaming to 
beat Curt Hennig and Lanny Poffo 
on January 3. They briefly clashed 
again at the Royal Rumble 18 
days later. Hogan won the event, 
last eliminating Hennig ... Hogan 
denied reports that he was leaving 
wresiling to pursue a career as an 
actor on a full-time basis ... Two- 


Sting was a member of The Four 
Horsemen in 1990 ... but the marriage 
lasted all of one month. The rest of the 
stable was furious that he had agreed 
to wrestle fellow Horseman Ric Flair for 
the “Nature Boy’s” NWA World title. 


time former. NWA World champ 
and football great Bronko Nagur- 
ski died on January 7 at the age of 
81 ... Sting was thrown out of The 
Four Horsemen a month after he 
joined the group. The other mem- 
bers were angry that he agreed to 
wrestle fellow Horseman—and 
NWA World champion—Flair. The 
Horsemen then attacked Sting 
after Clash of the Champions X; 
he suffered a ruptured left patella 
... “Playboy” Buddy Rose returned 
to the WWF ... Robert Fuller’s 
Stud Stable fell apart and Fuller 
and former partner Brian Lee 
began feuding. Lee had defended 
The Southern Rockers, the team 
that beat him and Fuller for the 
USWA tag team title ... Junkyard 
Dog entered the USWA and tar- 
geted Jerry Lawler. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Ric Flair; 
2—Lex Luger; 3—Arn Anderson; 
4—Brian Pillman; 5—Norman the 
Lunatic; 6—Kevin Sullivan; 7—Mike 
Rotundo; 8—Buzz Sawyer; 9— 
Doug Furnas; 10—Tommy Rich. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Mr. Saito; 
2—Nikita Koloff; 3—Larry 
Zbyszko; 4—Sgt. Slaughter; 5— 
John Nord; 6—D.J. Peterson; 7— 
Kokina Maximus; 8—Paul 
Diamond; 9—Col. DeBeers; 10— 
Brad Rheingans. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Hulk 
Hogan; 2—Ultimate Warrior; 3— 
Randy Savage; 4—Dusty Rhodes; 
5—Curt Hennig; 6—Jake Roberts; 
7—Rick Martel; 8—Roddy Piper; 
9—Brutus Beefcake; 10—Bad 
News Brown. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Rick & Scott 
Steiner; 2—Andre the Giant & 
Haku; 3—The Road Warriors; 4— 
Demolition; 5—Brian Pillman & 
Tom Zenk; 6—The Hart Foun- 
dation; 7—Doom; 8—Michael 
Hayes & Jim Garvin; 9—Rex King 
& Steve Doll; 10—Mike Enos & 
Wayne Bloom. Oo 
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Inside 


VADERMANIA— 
feel the pain! 

“lll squash HULK 
HOGAN like a bug!” 


Power failure! 
The real reason 
LEX LUGER 
short-circuited 


PLUS... 
SHAWN MICHAELS’ nightmare is coming 
true! DIESEL and RAZOR RAMON will be 
the WWP’s next dream team! ... The 


STEAMBOAT-AUSTIN-DUGGAN debacle: 


NICK BOCKWINKEL must be fired! ... 
SABU vs. THE SHEIK: the apprenticeship 
of agony! ... JIMMY HART on the 
“Hotseat”: “Stop bringing up my past— 
please!” 


All this—and much more!—in the January 
1995 issue of Inside Wrestling 


We pick the worst of 
the worst! 

The first-ever 
“Turnbuckle Turkey” 
Awards 


DUSTIN RHODES: 
“My dad wouldn't lie 
to me ... would he?” 


PLUS ... 

A thrilling triangular “Superstar Dream 

Match”: HULK HOGAN vs. BIG VAN 

VADER vs. BRET HART ... SHAWN 
MICHAELS vs. DIESEL: We preview the 

inevitable war! ... 15 years later: RIC 
FLAIR is psyched to be second best? ... 
JERRY LAWLER: “It was a royal pleasure 
to brutalize TOMMY RICH!” ... Inside the 

FYTCH-LEE-CANDIDO split 


All this—and much more!—in the Winter 
1994 issue of Wrestling Superstars 
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NO HOLDS BARRED 


(Continued from page 8) 


want nothing more than to see 
their sons reunited. They’re 
dreaming of a merry Christmas 
with all of their sons sitting togeth- 
er at one table (and nobody using 
turkey drumsticks as missiles). Stu 
and Helen don’t care who wins 
this feud. They just want it settled. 

So what does Davey Boy do? 
He helps Bret win the feud. In real- 
ity, he’s pulling Bret and Owen fur- 
ther apart, unless he feels that the 
only way to get Bret and Owen 
back together is to settle the feud 
as quickly as possible. 

But I’m not sure humiliating 
Owen is the answer (and that is 
what's happening). Owen is losing 
face and he might have to jump to 
another federation. And how can 
he look Bret in the eye at the 
Christmas dinner table when he 
knows for sure that Bret is the bet- 
ter wrestler and the better man? A 
man has his pride and | don’t think 
Owen can go on without his. 

Insiders say Davey Boy reacted 
out of loyalty to Bret. Even when 
The Hart Foundation vs. The 
British Bulldogs was the hottest 
tag team feud in wrestling, Davey 
Boy had tremendous admiration 
and respect for his skilled rival. 
Bret was one of the few wrestlers 
who could truly test Davey Boy 
mentally and physically. Both men 
looked forward to the matches. 

That respect grew at Summer- 
Slam '92 in London, when Davey 
Boy beat Bret in a classic match 
for the Intercontinental title. They 
came together at SummerSlam 
‘94 as Davey Boy rescued Bret 
from a double-team assault by 
Owen and Neidhart. 

Davey Boy insists—and |! be- 
lieve him—that he wouldn't have 
gotten involved had Neidhart not 


gotten involved. The thing is, he 
just couldn’t sit by idly while 
Neidhart and Owen brutalized Bret 
inside the steel cage. Who knows 
when they would have stopped. 
Who knows when—or if—Owen’s 
brotherly instincts would have 
overcome his jealousy. 

And, if you noticed, nobody 
from the Hart family held him 
back. In fact, several Hart brothers 
joined the “British Bulldog” in res- 
cuing Bret. In that case, Davey 
Boy did the right thing. Somebody 
had to help Bret. Davey Boy was 
drawn into this feud. . 

Of course, he didn’t have to 
stay there. Davey Boy could have 
shaken hands with Bret and said, 
“Good luck. Take care of yourself 
against these guys.” He didn’t do 
that. He joined the fun. 

Which brings me back to my 
original question: What's Davey 
Boy’s excuse? 

Well, there are two kinds of 
people who would get involved in 
this feud. A crazy man, like 
Neidhart, and a decent man, like 
Davey Boy. Forget about whether 
Davey Boy’s involvement will help 
settle this feud. That’s not what 
Davey Boy was thinking about. 
He’s merely in this to help. Don’t 
forget: Bret could have easily told 
Davey Boy, “Thanks, but no 
thanks. | don’t really want your 
help.” 

By not saying anything, Bret 
endorsed Davey Boy’s actions and 
welcomed him into the feud. This 
leads me to believe that Bret final- 
ly means business and he really 
wants to shut up Owen once and 
for all. Perhaps their relationship 
has been damaged beyond repair. 

If so, it's not Davey Boy’s fault. 
But it might be Neidhart’s. BD 


YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


Ric Flair a fraud? That's the opinion of reader Jimmy Nance, who says the “Nature 
Boy” has used the fans too many times and deserves to be driven out of wrestling 
forever by Hulk Hogan. 


brings in wrestling’s biggest ego- 
maniac, Hulk Hogan, then The 
Honky Tonk Man comes in lip- 
synching his newest “hit.” It was 
bad enough when WCW hired the 
Doink and Dink of announcers, 
Gene Okerlund and Bobby 
Heenan. What idiot is it going to 
bring in next? 

Come on, WCW, we don’t want 
sports entertainment. We want 
wrestling! 

DAVID L. MILLER 
San Antonio, TX 
CAGED FURY 

Don’t award Match of the Year 
honors just yet. After viewing the 
SummerSlam card, | now know 
what match is getting my vote for 
match of the year: none other than 
Bret Hart vs. Owen Hart inside a 
15-foot high steel cage! 

Forget Razor Ramon vs. 
Shawn Michaels—this match had 
it all. It's one thing to be brawling 
on a 10- or 15-foot ladder, but it’s 
totally different to be on the out- 
side of a 15-foot cage only to be 
pulled back inside—by the hair! 

Need !| even mention how the 


“Hitman” retained his title? While 
he and idiotic jerk of a brother 
Owen were brawling on the out- 
side of the cage (and my cousin 
and | were screaming to Bret, 
“Jump! Jump!”), the “Hitman” 
jumped! Owen claims he’s the 
smartest and the best Hart. If he 
was so great, how come he didn’t 


With Hulk Hogan gone from the federa- 
tion, perhaps “Alundramania” will run 
wild, says reader Steve Venetz. 


have the sense to jump? 
Long live the real “King Of Harts”! 
Owen, stop bugging your brother! 
SARA LONARDO 
East Greenwich, Rl 


YOU LET US DOWN 
Once again, Ric Flair fooled us 
all into supporting him in his quest 
for an 11th world title. He used the 
fans in his battles with Big Van 
Vader and regained the WCW 
title, double-crossed Sting and 
Rick Steamboat and is once again 
back to his rulebreaking ways. 
Thankfully, the real World cham- 
pion, Hulk Hogan, has defeated 
Flair for the title. | hope he will end 
the myth of Ric Flair, forcing the 
fraudulent Flair to slink into retire- 
ment. Hulk rules WCW! 
JIMMY NANCE 
Asheboro, NC 


ALUNDRAMANIA! 

| think Alundra Blayze is and 
always will be WWF Queen of the 
Hill. Even on her worst day, she 
could defeat Luna Vachon. “Alun- 
dramania” will live forever. | be- 
lieve Alundra is a very beautiful 
person. 


STEVE VENETZ 
Lansdale, PAL 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 
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caught in the crossfire. 

Remember midget wrestler 
Little Louie? Well, he’s back in 
the WWF, aligning himself with 
Jerry “The King” Lawler, and will 
now be known as The Midget 
Prince. But Doink the Clown 
expects to have the last laugh. He 
now has midgets Dink, Wink, and 
Pink in his camp. 

Lawler hasn’t had much suc- 
cess of late in his USWA stomping 
grounds. The Memphis monarch 
has been unable to wrest the 
heavyweight title from Sid 
Vicious, who is finally dominating 
a federation. 

“Let Lawler scream all he 
wants!” Vicious said. “I’m proving 
what | can do, and no one—I 
repeat no one—will get in my way. 


= ———— ——s Not if they know what’s good for 
Jim Neidhart is the latest member of Bret Hart’s family to pursue the “Hitman’s” them.” 
WWF World title in earnest. Neidhart has given his brother-in-law several difficult : ‘ - 
matches, but has yet to capture the title. Congratulations to Champion- 


ship Wrestling of America for a 
nice idea. Jeff Cohen’s promotion 
held a special card in Indianapolis, 
with six schools of visually 
impaired children from three states 
on hand. The public address 
announcer called the match as if 
he were on the radio, and the 
wrestlers were more vocal than 
usual. 

There’s bad news and good 
news out of Texas. What’s bad is 
that the three-year-old Global 
Wrestling Federation ceased oper- 
ations in mid-September after it 
was evicted from the famed 
Sportatorium in Dallas for failing to 
pay its bills. Chris Adams turned 
out to be its final heavyweight 
champion. What's good is that the 
new owners of the facility, home of 
Dallas wrestling for decades, have 
received offers from at least four 
promoters to run cards there. One 
of the candidates is Jim Crockett, 
part of a coalition attempting to 
Tatanka shocked WWF fans when he joined Ted DiBiase’s corporation. Lately he @Vive the fabled NWA. 


has been joining rulebreakers Shawn Michaels and Diesel, who are rumored to be That’s what’s happening. See 
on the verge of a split, in a series of six-man tag team matches. you at the matches! 


3 eaves 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


ated. Before Bret could land an 
elbowdrop from the top rope, 
Neidhart threw him to the mat. 
Neidhart also tried an elbowdrop, 
but Bret rolled out of the way. 
That’s when Owen got involved 
again. He got on the ring apron 
and held Bret so Neidhart could 
smash him, but Bret ducked and 
Neidhart hit Owen instead. 
Neidhart was too stunned to kick 
out as Bret rolled him up for the 
pin. 

In other bouts: Bob “Spark 
Plugg” Holly beat Steven Dunn ... 
Abe “Knuckleball” Schwartz 
pinned Jim Powers ... WWF World 
Women’s champion Alundra 
Blayze defeated Bull Nakano ... 
WWF World tag team champs 
Diesel & Shawn Michaels beat 
Samu & The Kid ... Owen Hart 
defeated Intercontinental champ 
Razor Ramon by countout ... The 
Undertaker beat Yokozuna in a 
casket match. 


Ocala, FL (Correspondent— 
John Powell): Since losing the 


Things are wild whenever Public Enemy and The Bruise Brothers go at it, and they 


(Continued from page 14) 


ECW tag team title to Cactus Jack 
and Mikey Whipwreck, Public 
Enemy has gotten even nastier in 
the ring. They'll do just about any- 
thing to demolish any of their 
opponents. 

One night earlier in Tampa, 
Public Enemy defeated The Bruise 
Brothers in a wild falls-count-any- 
where-in-Florida match. This 
rematch was filled with just as 
much mayhem. The action took 
place both inside and outside the 
ring as Johnny Grunge and Rocco 
Rock furiously attacked the Harris 
twins. Don and Ron fought back, 
mostly using their fists. They had 
their opponents on the defensive 
for a while, but weren't ready for 
what Grunge had planned for 
them. 

He temporarily blinded Don 
Harris by throwing a handful of 
powder in his face. Before Ron 
could rescue his brother, Grunge 
pinned Don for the victory. 

In other bouts: Tasmaniac won 
a battle royal ... Tommy Dreamer 
beat The Sandman ... Phi Delta 


continued that tradition at an ECW card in Florida. Don Harris tosses Rocco Rock, 


but PE rallied to win the match. 
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Slam defeated Hack Myers & lan 
Rotten ... Dory Funk Jr. beat Mr. 
Hughes ... Sabu defeated Ron 
Simmons ... ECW heavyweight 
champion Shane Douglas beat 
Tasmaniac. 


Las Vegas, NV (Corresponda- 
ent—Harry Simon): Cactus Jack 
and Jimmy Snuka, two of the 
wildest men to ever step inside the 
squared circle, went at it in a lum- 
berjack match as part of the 
UWF’s “Blackjack Brawl” at the 
MGM Grand Garden. The action 
started tentatively, but it picked up 
in a hurry. 

Every time the wrestlers left the 
ring, the lumberjacks were quick to 
get involved and eventually began 
brawling amongst themselves. 
Jack grabbed the timekeeper’s 
bell and clobbered Snuka on the 
head and later sent him over the 
top rope with a clothesline. After 
that move, both men ended up 
over the guard rail and in the 
crowd. The referee disqualified 
both wrestlers, but the slugfest 
continued, with fans moving closer 
to the action. 

After Jack suplexed the 
“Superfly” some 20 rows deep in 
the stands, something odd hap- 
pened. They looked at each other, 
embraced, and raised each other’s 
hands. It was a sign of mutual 
respect. 

In other bouts: Dan Spivey beat 
Johnny Ace ... Jack Armstrong 
pinned Mando Guerrero ... Bob 
Orton and Finnish Hellraiser Thor 
wrestled to a double-disqualifica- 
tion ... Little Tokyo defeated The 
Karate Kid in a midgets match ... 
Sampson pinned The Irish 
Assassin ... Tyler Mane beat 
Steve Ray ... Candi Devine 
defeated Tina Maretti ... The Killer 
Bees beat The New Powers of 
Pain ... Steve Williams defeated 
Sid Vicious by disqualification. O 
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Bryan Adams 3471 Firehouse Megadeth 6273 Richard Marx 8743. Urge Overkill 
Bulletboys 3531 Fleetwood Mac Melissa Etheridge 7521 Robert Plant 8262 Van Halen 
Butthole Surfers 3673 Foreigner 6382 Metallica 7832 Rod Stewart 6341 Vince Neil 
Catherine Wheel 4362 Genesis 2651 Michael Bolton 7651 Rolling Stones 8461 Violent Femmes 
Cheryl Wheeler 8462 George Thorogood 6431 Midnight Oil 7652. Rollins Band 9271 W.AS.P. 
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Collective Soul 4721 Grateful Dead 6463. Ministry 7223 Sacred Reich 9441 White Zombie 
Concrete Blonde 4731 Great White 6252. Mitch Malloy 7261 Santana 9463 The Who 
Elvis Costello 4737 Green Day 6672 Morrissey 7374 Sepultura 9454 Wilson Phillips 
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PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! «ar your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232). 


o“. 1-800-721-2263 


0" $2.99/min. Under 18 get parent's permission. Avg. call 3 min. 


OR TRY 1 900-454-7700 EXT 99 


$2.99/min. Under 18 get parent’s permission. Avg. call 3 min. 
CONCERT CONNECTION, LTD., DRESHER PA, 19025 


your head when Tammy Fytch 
fired you? Don’t you think even- 
tually this was bound to happen, 
even without Chris Candido? I 
think you’re great, even though 
you do look better as a blond.”— 
Leigh Ann Lutz, Hudson Falls, 
NY 

A: “Thanks for the compliment, 
Leigh Ann,” Lee said. “When I 
was fired by Tammy, it was as 
if a great load had been lifted 
off my shoulders. No longer 
would I have to answer to that 
meddling witch, who thought 
she had turned me into her 
lackey. I was finally my own 
man. In a way, I feel sorry for 
Candido that he hasn’t come 
to his senses. When Tammy 
sings that siren song of hers, 


Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
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YOU ASKED US 
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Lord Steven Regal admits he felt uncom- 
fortable teaming with 2 Cold Scorpio and 
The Nasty Boys in Japan, but says they 
should have been honored to team with 
someone as great as him. 


the careers of many wrestlers 
run aground. I’m so glad I 
learned the truth in time!”’ 
a 

Q: “My question is for Lord Steven 
Regal: During your recent tour in 
Japan, you teamed up with some 
of your rivals from the United 
States, including The Nasty Boys 
and 2 Cold Scorpio. But why 
would you team up with these 
guys in another country when 
it’s a well-known fact you don’t 
associate with any of them in 
WCW?”—Steve Nardi, West 
Berlin, NJ 

A: “Unusual circumstances, 
Steve, unusual circumstances,” 
Regal replied. “Due to an error 
in language translation by a 
promoter, we were made part- 
ners. I didn’t care much for the 
situation, and honestly, neither 
did they. But we grit our teeth 
and wrestled anyway, if only to 
fulfill our contracts. At least in 
Japan we were allies in lan- 
guage, fighting on behalf of the 
King’s English—even the 
bizarre deviance of the tongue 
spoken by you and your fellow 


lowly educated American com- 
moners! I am so superior to 
other wrestlers that they should 
consider it an honor to team 
with me and learn from me.” 


a 


Q: “My question is for Reggie 


Bennett: Is Bull Nakano the best 
woman wrestler in Japan? Can 
anyone there beat Alundra 
Blayze, including yourself?”— 
Laurie Roget, Solvang, CA 


A: “Well, Laurie, Nakano’s an 


outstanding wrestler, but there 
are many excellent woman 
wrestlers in Japan, and I know 


Reggie Bennett would love to face 
WWF World Women’s champion 
Alundra Blayze. She says she or one of 
the many great Japanese women 
wrestlers would stand an excellent 
chance of beating Blayze. 


I’m one of them,” Bennett 
responded. “Many of us could 
beat Alundra Blayze if given 
the chance, and that’s not 
putting her down since she’s 
very, very good. But so am I 
and my colleagues here in 
Japan. Give Blayze a variety of 
Japanese opponents to face 
week after week—not just one 
in a long series—and she’d 
probably be beaten somewhere 
along the way. I know I could 
beat her!” O 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
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November 1985/Stories include: Hogan, 


Zbyszko, R&R , Von Erichs. 

December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 

Fontastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 

Omdort, Flair, Hansen, 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
on, Honsen-Martel. 

June 1986/Stories include: Luger, 

Hernandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 

July 1986/Stories include: King Kong Bundy, 

Koloff vs, Graham, Ric Flair. 

August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 

Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 

Se 1986/Stories include: Fantastics, 
is, Morton-Flair, Brody. 

December 1986/Stories include: Floir, 

Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita, 

January 1987/ Soe include: Heenan, 

Garvins, cas Borne oye. 

February 1987/Stories include: um 

T.A., Gordy, Seanteiak 

Morch 1987/Stories include: Windham, 

Nikita, Adios, Savage-Steamboal, 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 

Rich-Lowler, R&R Express. 

June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Windham, 

Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Comette, Hyatt, 

Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 

August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 

Luger vs. Nikito, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 

November 1987/Stories include: Williams, 

Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich, 

December 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 

Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 

January 1988/Stories include: Nikita-Taylor, 

Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 

March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, Luger- 

Sting, Colgory, Demolition. 

May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 

Hogon, Flair, Fontastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 

DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 
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July 1988/Stories include: Fantostics, Hogan, 


Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories indude: Savage, 
Windhom-Luger soit, Demolition, Lawler, cllering, 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
November 1988) Sire indude: Midnight 
Ex,, DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin Von, 
Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: Warriors, 
Ullimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy, 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, Flair, 
Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 
April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Warriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 
May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
e-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 
June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair, 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Hogan- 
Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes, 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair-Funk, 
Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 
Coser 99/Ss el toon 
vs. Zeus , Hyatt, : 
November 1989/Stories ee Piper- 
Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include; Muto-Sting, 
Andre-Ulimote, Windham, 
Janvary 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Am, 
February 1990/Stories include: Sting-Luger, 
Gort, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 
1990/Stories include: Steiners, Flair- 
Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 
April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 


August 1990/Stories include: Hogan 
Warrior, , Demolition, Doom. 
September 1990/Stories eg Ultimate, 
Haynes, Luger, Doom, T ‘ 
October 1990/Stories incde Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Luger & 
Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 
February 1991/Stories include: Sting- 
Vicious, Muta-Steamboat, Warrior, Hogan. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Piper, Comette, Steiners. 
1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBiose, 


scrapers, Luger, Zenk. 
1991/Stories include: Hogan-Slaughter, 

June 1 fories i ‘ in, Nastys, 
Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack, aah 
July 1991/Stories include: Flair-Fujinami, 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage. 
August 1991/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikito, Hennig, Poffo. 
September 1991/Stories include: Steiners vs, 
Sting & Luger, LOD, Coctus. 
November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 
December 1991/Stories include: Flair- 


Hogan, Beverlys, Sti 4 

January 1992/Stories include: LOD, Badd, 
Hughes, Roberts, Gossett. 

February 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 

March 1992/Stories include: Pillman, WWF 
tile, Rude, Mountie-Hart. 

April 1992/Stories include: Bearer, WCW 
magic, Hennig & Flair, LWA, 

May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Anderson & 


September 1992/Stories include: LOD, Repo 
vs, Crush, Kleen, Freebirds. 
October 1992/Stories include; Bulldog & 
Warrior, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 
ee 1992/Stories include: Crush, 

, Hennig, Sting, Rogers. 
December 1992/ Stories include: Hogan, 
Roberts, Simmons, Rock 'n’ Rolls, 
January 1993/Stories include; Ramon- 
Savage, Sting-Roberts, Disasters. 
February 1993/Stories include: Hart, Rick 
Steiner, Backlund, Austin. 
April 1993/Stories include: What's in/out 
Ramon, Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka. 
June 193/ Stories include: Sing: Vader, 
Doink & Christopher, Steners, Lawler 
July 1993/Stories include: Smith-Vader, 
Ramon, Rhodes, Tatanka, Bravo murder. 
Auge 1993/Stories include: Hogan- 
Yokozuna, Jorrett, Vicious, Hart, Payne, 
September 1993/Stories include: Ramon, 
Spine, Simmons, Hort, Sing & Davey Boy 
October 1993/Storiesindude: Vader & 
Vicious, SummerSlam lists, sHart-Lawler. 
November ES reas Rude-Flair, 
Hogan, Luger, Jannetty, Bodies, Power 
December 1993/Stories include: Luger, Sting 
& Flair, Fv Luna, Austin. 


Hulk minus bulk, Boss, Douglas-Sherri. 
July 1994/Stories include: Flair vs. Hogan, 


Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA. DiBiase, Crockett, Douglas, WWF. 
May 1990) Stores include: Sting & Ultimate, | June 1992/Stories include: Flair-Hogan- st 1994/Stories include; Cactus- Vader, 
Bossman, Von Erichs, Fae Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegos. M.O.M., Hart & Yokozuna, Badd. 
June 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Rockers, | July 1992/Stories indude: Rude, LOD, October 1994/Stories include: Undertaker, 
Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger, Madusa, Monsoon, Nurse Vanessa. Cactus, Scorpio-Sabu, Funk-Sheik. 
July 1990/Stories include: Polfo, Da sng 992/Stories include: Warrior, 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard, Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting. 
SN eee ee nee eee ee eta ata atalatcieteieteteeeteteieteieteieieietetars 
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Every month, THE WRESTLER will comb 

through its extensive photo files and shine its 
spotlight on an outstanding wrestler, manager, 
or tag team. We'll present unforgettable 


highlights in the action-packed careers 
of the sport's greatest stars, culled from 


the most extensive photographic archives 


anywhere in the wrestling world! 


KING KONG BUNDY 


E’S BIG, HE’S brutal ... 
and he’s back! 

King Kong Bundy, one 
of the biggest, meanest wrestlers in 
history, has returned to the WWF— 
and is reportedly going to receive a 
series of matches against World 
champion Bret Hart! The 6'4", 446- 
pound native of New Jersey was a 
prime contender in the WWF in the 
mid-1 980s. 

Bundy won district and regional 
heavyweight titles as a high school 
wrestler and was a bouncer in an 
Atlantic City bar. Signed by manager 
Gary Hart, Bundy attended Larry 
Sharpe’s famed Monster Factory, and 
began his pro career in 1981 by pin- 
ning Bill White in only 47 seconds in 
Fort Worth, Texas. The following year, 
he beat Kerry Von Erich for the World 
Class American heavyweight title. 

Bundy soon gained fame for offer- 
ing $15,000 to anyone who could 
bodyslam him, and for insisting on 
achieving five-count, not three-count, 
pins on opponents. He wrestled in 
Georgia in 1982, feuding with Dusty 
Rhodes, Tommy Rich, and Brett and 
Buzz Sawyer. By 1984, he was The 
Road Warriors’ principal rival, team- 
ing with anyone who wanted to chal- 
lenge Hawk and Animal. 

After stints in Memphis and the 
AWA, Bundy entered the WWF in 
mid-1985, where he feuded with 
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Hillbilly Jim and Andre the Giant. 
Manager Jimmy Hart later traded 


him to Bobby Heenan as part of a 
deal for Adrian Adonis. Bundy inter- 


fered in a Hulk Hogan-Don Muraco 


match, forcing the “Hulkster” to be 
carried from the ring on a stretcher. 
The feud with Hogan culminated in a 
steel cage match at WrestleMania II, 
Hogan won to gain his revenge, and 
Bundy’s career subsequently began to 
slow down. 

Bundy also indirectly played a role 


in American popular culture. The cre- 
ators of a rulebreaking situation com- 
edy liked watching him wrestle, and 
named their fictional family in his 
honor. The series, of course, is 
Married ... With Children, where 
King Kong once guest-starred as a 
Bundy relative! 

Now that Bundy is back in the 
WWF after several years on the 
Eastern independent scene, this is as 
good a time as any to put him in the 
“Spotlight.” 


> November 1983: 
Bundy was so arro- 
gant that he offered 
$15,000 to anyone 
who could lift him off 
his feet and bodysiam 
him. Many fans tried, 
but not one of them 
succeeded. 


AMay 1984: At this point in his career, Bundy was actually 
loved by most wrestling fans. However, he was booed by the 
Memphis faithful after manager Jimmy Hart recruited him to 
battle Jerry Lawler in his hometown. 


A July 1984: Bundy will likely cross paths with some old ene- 
mies now that he’s back in the WWF. One of them could be 
Randy Savage; “King Kong” feuded with the “Macho Man” in 
the Memphis area a decade ago. 


Y February 1984: Not many men are strong enough to bring 
Road Warrior Animal to his knees, though Bundy did it in this 
test of strength. In the mid-1980s, he joined forces with many 
different partners to battle Hawk and Animal. 


> September 
1985: Two 
goliaths collide! 
Bundy was cer- 
tainly not popular 
when he took on 
Andre the Giant, 
then one of the 
most beloved i} 
competitors in the | 
WWF. He pun- 
ished the giant 
Frenchman in 
many memorable 
battles. 


<4April 1986: 
This was as 
close as Bundy 
ever got to win- 
ning the WWF 
World title. 
After Bundy 
brutally 
attacked Hulk 
Hogan several 
months earlier, 
his feud with 
the “Hulkster” 
came to a head 
at WrestleMania 
ll. Hogan beat 
Bundy in a clas- 
sic steel cage 
match. 
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Vit was a happy day for Tammy 
Fytch and her mother when the 
Savvy manager cashed in a few 
certificates of deposit and 
bought her mom a new car. “I 
raised such a nice girl!” Mrs. 


Fytch said glowingly. An attitude 
only a mother could love? 


¥ “You're more than pretty wonderful, dad, you’re ex- 
tremely wonderful! You're the best! You're...” Paul 
Roma’s son, Paul Jr., appears to be thinking that his 
dad’s head twist is going on just a bit too long! 


~ 


& Sporting headgear a bit different than 
conventionai hospital masks, Octagon 
and Santo Jr. brighten up the day of 
sick and handicapped children during 
AAA’s most recent California tour. 


¥ Gentieman, start your engine! Lex Luger once left wrestling 
for a stint in bodybuilding; is the Indianapolis 500 his next 
stop after WrestleMania? 


YWhich of these men is a former professional base- 
ball player? Both, actually! Former minor-leaguer 
“Macho Man” Randy Savage recently met former 
major-leaguer Jimmy Wynn. No word yet on whether 
Jimmy wants to give the ring a try! 


AWMike Samples proudly displays a citation he recently 
received for his support of hospitalized veterans in Indiana. 


Good work, Mikel 


_ 


4 Ex-Quebecer (but current resident of Quebec!) 
Jacques Rougeau takes a moment to pose for photog- 
raphers at a press conference along with his two 
sons, Vince McMahon, Jack Tunney, and Jacques Sr. 


as 


AMom Hennig makes sure that her son, Jesse, looks just right 
before he enters the dressing room. We guess it’s her relentless 
drive for—ahem—perfection that rubbed off on her other son, Curt! 


TOP 10 


] HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 
(1) WCW World champion 
BRET HART 
234, Calgary, Alberta 
(2) WWE World champion 
3 RAZOR RAMON 
287, Miami, FL 


(4) WWE Intercontinental champion 


a THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 


(5) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 


5 RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


(6) No. 5 contender: WCW World title 


6 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


{-) No. 4 contender: WCW World title 


7 BIG VAN VADER 
450, Denver, CO 


(-) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 


8 HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
{-) U.S. heavyweight champion 
3 LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, IL 


(-) No. 7 contender: WWF World title 


10 TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnort, TN 
{9) Smoky Mountain champion 


wcw 
World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA 
1—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
(10) 280, Glens Falls, NY 
2—JOHNNY B. BADD 
(-) 235, Macon, GA 
3—BIG VAN VADER 
(4) 450, Denver, CO 
4-—STING 
(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
5—RIC FLAIR 
(2) 243, Minneapolis, MN 
6—THE GUARDIAN ANGEL 
(6) 310, Cobb County, GA 
7—STEVE AUSTIN 
(5) 241, Dallas, TX 
8—THE HONKY TONK MAN 
(-) 278, Memphis, TN 
9—DUSTIN RHODES 
(8) 254, Austin, TX 
10—BRIAN PILLMAN 
(-) 226, Cincinnati, OH 
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TAG TEAMS 
] MARCUS BAGWELL & THE PATRIOT 


Combined weight: 491 pounds 

(3) WCW World tag team champions 

THE NASTY BOYS 

Combined weight: 585 pounds 

LA aoebemitayes WRENS: Weta Seg UP 
PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA 
Combined weight: 488 pounds 

(4) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
DIESEL & SHAWN MICHAELS 
Combined weight: 590 pounds 

(1) WWE World fag team champions 

THE HEADSHRINKERS 

Combined weight; 520 pounds 

(8) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
THE GANGSTAS 

Combined weight: 456 pounds 

-) Si Mountain fag team champions 
THE ROCK 'N' ROLL EXPRESS 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 

5) No. 1 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 
PG-13 

Combined weight: 471 pounds 

(7) USWA tag team champions 
THE BUSHWHACKERS 

Combined weight: 499 pounds 

(-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
PUBLIC ENEMY 

Combined weight: 583 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 


The Bushwhackers 


WWE 
World Champion: 
BRET HART 
(C) 234, Calgary, Alberta 
1—RAZOR RAMON 
(1) 287, Miami, FL 
2—JIM NEIDHART 
(7) 275, Tampa, Fl 
3—BOB BACKLUND 
(-) 234, Princeton, MN 
4—THE UNDERTAKER 
(2) 328, parts unknown 
5—YOKOZUNA 
(-) 568, Samoa 
6—OWEN HART 


(8) 227, Calgary, Alberta 


7—LEX LUGER 

(6) 265, Chicago, IL 
8—TATANKA 

(-) 250, Pembroke, NC 
9—ADAM BOMB 

(-) 292, Harrisburg, PA 


10—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 


(4) 248, Syracuse, NY 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 
SID VICIOUS 
(C) 318, West Memphis, AR 
1—TOMMY RICH 
(5) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
2—HUMONGOUS 
(-) 342, parts unknown 
3—JERRY LAWLER 
(3) 234, Memphis, TN 
4—BUDDY LANDELL 
(6) 236, Los Angeles, CA 
5—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(2) 230, Memphis, TN 
6—DOUG GILBERT 
(1) 241, Lexington, TN 
7—MOONDOG REX 
(-) 289, parts unknown 
8—JEFF GAYLORD 
(7) 280, St. Louis, MO 
9—MOONDOG SPOT 
(-) 263, parts unknown 


10—SCOTT BOWDEN 
(-) 215, Memphis, TN 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 
SHANE DOUGLAS 
(C) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 
1—SABU 
(1) 220, Bombay 
2—911 
(3) 310, parts unknown 
3—MR. HUGHES 
(6) 308, Kansas City, KS 
4—THE SANDMAN 
(-) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
5—RON SIMMONS 
(-) 260, Perry, GA 
6—TOMMY DREAMER 
(2) 245, Yonkers, NY 
7—TASMANIAC 
(8) 221, Tasmania 
8—DEAN MALENKO 
(-) 216, Tampa, FL 
9—DORY FUNK JR. 
(-) 250, Amarillo, TX 
10—IAN ROTTEN 
(-) 281, Philadelphia, PA 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most 
Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character 
of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top 
title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indi- 
cates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last 
issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


1 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


BRET HART 
234, Calgary, Alberta 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


3 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


Last Issue: No. 4 Most Popular 


4 THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 
Last issue: unrated 

5 RAZOR RAMON 
287, Miami, FL 


Last issue: No. 3 Mos? Popular 


§ DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, Leeds, England 
Last issue: unrated 


7 HACKSAW DUGGAN 


280, Glens Falls, NY 

Last issue: unrated 
8 LEX LUGER 

265, Chicago, IL 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


g JOHNNY B. BADD 
235, Macon, GA 
Last issue: unrated 


1Q DUSTINRHODES 


254, Austin, IX 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
Smoky Mountain Champion: 
TONY ANTHONY 
(C) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
1—BRUISER BEDLAM 
(1) 235, Newark, NJ 
2—B00 BRADLEY 
(5) 310, parts unknown 
3—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(9) 227, Atanta, GA 
4—LANCE STORM 
(6) 231, Memphis, TN 
5—BRYANT ANDERSON 
(-) 240, Atlanta, GA 
6—RICK MORTON 
(2) 228, Memphis, TN 
7—THE INFERNO 
(10) 235, parts unknown 
8—STEVE SKYFIRE 
(-] 229, Knoxville, TN 
9—ROBERT GIBSON 
(8) 225, Pensacola, FL 
10—CACTUS JACK 


(-) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 


MOST HATED 


] BOB BACKLUND 


234, Princeton, MN 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
2 BIG VAN VADER 

450, Denver, CO 


Las? issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


3 TATANKA 

250, Pembroke, NC 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
4 JIM NEIDHART 

275, Tampa, Fl 

Last issue: unrated 


& JERRY LAWLER 


234, Memphis, TN 


Last issve: No. 9 Most Hated 


& RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: unrated 


7 SHAWN MICHAELS 


234, San Antonio, TX 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


OWEN HART 
227, Calgary, Alberta 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 


g DIESEL 
356, Las Vegas, NV 
Last issue: unrated 
10 SHANE DOUGLAS 
223, Pittsburgh, PA 
Last issue: unrated 


INTERNATIONAL 
Triple Crown Champion: 
STEVE WILLIAMS 
(C) 265, Norman, OK 
1—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
{-) 287, Gisu, Japan 
2—MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(-) 247, Saitama, Japan 
3—BIG VAN VADER 
(-) 450, Denver, CO 
4—NOBUHIKO TAKADA 
{-) 231, Yokohama, Japan 
5—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(-) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 
6—KONNAN 
(-) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
7—KENTA KOBASHI 
(-] 261, Tokyo, Japan 
8—CHRIS BENOIT 
(-) 218, Edmonton, Alberia 
9—STAN HANSEN 
(-) 322, Borger, TX 
10—PERRO AGUAYO 
(-) 215, Zacatecas, Mexico 


For period ended October 18, 1994 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings s each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value; 10 points for a first-place rating, nine fer secon 

place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

ee ee ee ee To 
Se STING fy cttnoe siiacnoccnaiomemarine MONIES 
A—RAZOR RAMON visssncnssetsnneuninnnnaAT points 
HULK HOGAN, entorvonrsnrneisaiscamennes38 points 


TAG TEAMS 

1—THE NASTY BOYS aseaursneocoenvnnangnaninnarsvenatess OD points 3 

S—THE QUEBECERS ..ssssssssersssereeoseerennmrmuseeon | BOIS 
A—THE ROCK ( N' ROLL EXPRESS prt capencnoticorare ay. | points 

5~PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA wo nenemone5 points 


AAA: AAA Champion—Konnan; 1—E! Hijo Del Santo; 2—Ocagon; 3—The Love Machine; 4— 
Eddy Guerrero; 5—Rey Mysterio Jr; 6—-Lo Parka; 7—Perro Aguayo; 8—Blue Panther; 9— 
Psicosis; 10—Lien Caras. 

ACW: ACW Champion—Konnan; 1—EI Hijo Del Santo; 2—Octagon; 3—The Love Machine; 4— 
Eddy Guerrero; 5—Rey Mysterio Jr; 6—La Parka; 7—Perro Aguayo; 8—Blue Panther; 9— 
Psicosis; 10-—Cien Caras. 

IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Tito Santana; 1—Greg Valentine; 2—Tony Atlas; 3—Jimmy 
Snuka; 4—Rick Martel: 5—The Funny Clown; 6—Metal Maniac: 7—Jim Powers; &—Cousin Luke; 
9—Lino Caruso; 10—Hacksaw Duggan. 

MTW: ATW Champion—Hachine Gun Kelly; 1—Johnny Paradise; 2—Chris Carter; 3—Rock 
Stevens; 4—Al Snow; 5—Bobo Brazil Jr; 6—.7. Lightning; 7—Scott Summers; 8—Denny Kass; 
9—Mohammed Saad; 10—Bostion Booger. 

PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; 1—Tommy Ferraro; 2—Punisher; 3—Randy Gusto; 4—J.B. 
Trask; 5—Storm Trooper Aaron; 6—Hawk; 7—Chorlie Norris; 8—Jerry Lynn; 9—Bloke Beverly; 
10—Storm Trooper Willie 

PWE: PWF spusateres Assossin II; 1—Halian Stallion; 2—George South; 3—Flaming 
Youth; 4—Stor Ryder; 5—Mosked Maniac; 6—Cruel Connection ll; 7—Troy Conyers; 8—Brion 
Williams; 9—Gladiator 1; 10—Terry Austin. 

WWA: WWA Champion—friendly Frank; 1—Abudah Singh; 2—Abdulloh the Butcher; 3—Rick 
Conners; 4—Ramblin’ Rich; 5—Duane Gill; 6—Striker; 7—Ed Ailos; 8—Ray Odyssey; 9—Gus the 
Greek; 10—Boy Gone Bad. 

WWWA: WWWA Chompion—Brutus Beefcake; 1—Jack Hommer; 2—Rick Martel; 3—S.0, 
Jones; 4—Harley Lewis: 5—The Zombie; 6—Hr. Haiti; 7—Johnny Rebel; 8—Mad Russian; 9— 
Glenn Osbourne; 10—Super Nova. 
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RatiNGS ANALYSIS 


_ Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers i in 20 different categories. Itisa 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans 


Are these true champions? How many people (with the possible 
exception of a few WWF rulebreakers) would actually have the courage 
to come out and say Bret Hart is a lousy WWF World champion? 
Judging from the mail we receive at our family of magazines, only a 
scant few. Unlike some previous champions, such as Yokozuna, the 
“Hitman” doesn’t need a team of advisers to do a lot of legal maneuver- 
ing for him so he can avoid certain challengers. 

Though it tore him up inside, Bret accepted his brother Owen’s chal- 
lenge and bravely battled him in match after match, including several 
held inside a steel cage. Bret beat Owen in match after match, but Owen 
still insisted he was the better wrestler. 

After “The Rocket” defeated Tatanka, The Kid, and Razor 
Ramon to win the WWF's King of the Ring tournament in June, he put 
on the king’s crown and proclaimed 
himself “King Of Harts.” He continued 
his pursuit of Bret and nearly beat him 
in several of their 60-minute marathon 
matches. Owen got what was probably 
one of his last title shots when Bret 
beat him in a steel cage match at 
SummerSlam. 

While Bret was brilliant in the 
series of matches against Owen this 
summer, he did devote practically all 
of his time to that feud. Only after 
SummerSlam did the “Hitman” begin 
focusing on the challenge of Jim Neidhart, his brother-in-law. Diesel, 
then the Intercontinental champion, got a shot at the World title at King 
of the Ring and beat Bret by disqualification. He has yet to receive a 
rematch. 

Kid and Bob Backlund both got shots at TV tapings this summer 
and came reasonably close to winning the belt but didn’t receive imme- 
diate rematches. 

Since WrestleMania X, Lex Luger, Razor Ramon, Tatanka, and 
even ex-champion Yokozuna have been effectively shut out of the 
World title picture. 

The situation in Atlanta is remarkably similar. Hulk Hogan stormed 
into WCW in June amidst considerable fanfare. He was almost immedi- 
ately deemed the top contender to the World title and beat Ric Flair for 
the belt in his first WCW match. His early title defenses were against 


Bret Hart 


Flair ... and Flair ... and Flair. By the 
time October had rolled around, the 
“Nature Boy” was the only wrestler 
Hogan had faced in WCW singles 
action. 

Big Van Vader supposedly 
became the number-one contender to 
Hogan’s belt after he beat The 
Guardian Angel and Sting in a “trian- 
gular” match at September’s Fall 
Brawl. But Vader was told he'd have to 
wait until after Halloween Hayoc 
before he’d even be considered for a title shot. 

Steve Austin, Rick Steamboat, Lord Steven Regal, and Sting also 
sought shots at Hogan, but as of press time, hadn’t received a single one. 

Before we place too much blame on Bret Hart and Hulk Hogan, we 
should make the point that Hart had reasons for focusing almost exclu- 
sively on his younger brother and Hogan exclusively on Flair: They had 
major feuds to settle. Fans wanted to see if Owen had what it took to 
knock off Bret and whether Hogan, who was inactive for close to a year 
before signing with WCW, could consistently overpower Flair. 

However, we're not so sure this is fair to all the other outstanding 
wrestlers in the federations. Luger, for instance, dominated recent feuds 
against Crush and Yokozuna, but is having a difficult time getting a 
title shot because Bret is busy battling two rulebreakers from his own 
family. Owen, though he has lost every match to Bret since 
WrestleMania, has remained near the top of our WWF ratings because 
he is wrestling Bret so frequently. 

Some federations have title defense rules stating that a champions 
must make a certain number of title defenses per month (many of these 
tules are loosely enforced, to say the least), but we’re wondering if it’s 
time these federations limited the number of title shots any one wrestler 
could receive in a given period of time. Wouldn't it prove a champion’s 
true worth if he had to battle a variety of opponents within a short period 
of time? 

Your opinions count! What do you think about the issue we are 
raising here? Are the champions to blame, or is it the fault of the federa- 
tions themselves? If you have any comments about our ratings or this 
column, send them to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o THE WRESTLER, Box 956, 
Fort Washington, PA 19034. | 
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